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The Iowa Administrative Code (IAC) Supplement is published biweekly pursuant to Iowa Code
sections 2B.5A and 17A.6. The Supplement is a compilation of updated Iowa Administrative Code
chapters that reflect rule changes which have been adopted by agencies and filed with the Administrative
Rules Coordinator as provided in Iowa Code sections 7.17, 17A.4, and 17A.5 and published in the Iowa
Administrative Bulletin bearing the same publication date as the one for this Supplement. To determine
the specific changes to the rules, refer to the Iowa Administrative Bulletin. To maintain a loose-leaf set
of the IAC, insert the chapters according to the instructions included in the Supplement.

In addition to the rule changes adopted by agencies, the chapters may reflect objection to a rule or
a portion of a rule filed by the Administrative Rules Review Committee (ARRC), the Governor, or the
Attorney General pursuant to Iowa Code section 17A.4(6); an effective date delay or suspension imposed
by the ARRC pursuant to section 17A.8(9) or 17A.8(10); rescission of a rule by the Governor pursuant
to section 17A.4(8); nullification of a rule by the General Assembly pursuant to Article III, section 40,
of the Constitution of the State of Iowa; other action relating to rules enacted by the General Assembly;
updated chapters for the Uniform Rules on Agency Procedure; or an editorial change to a rule by the
Administrative Code Editor pursuant to Iowa Code section 2B.13(2).
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CHAPTER 605
LICENSE ISSUANCE

761—605.1(321) Scope. This chapter of rules applies to the issuance of all Iowa driver’s licenses.
Additional information on the issuance of a commercial driver’s license or a commercial learner’s
permit is given in 761—Chapter 607.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.174.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16]

761—605.2(321) Definitions. The definitions in Iowa Code section 321.1 and the following definitions
apply to this chapter.

“License” means “driver’s license” as defined in Iowa Code section 321.1(20A) unless the context
otherwise requires.

“Medical report” means a report from a qualified medical professional attesting to a person’s
physical or mental capability to operate a motor vehicle safely. The report should be submitted on Form
430031, “Medical Report.” In lieu of Form 430031, a report signed by a qualified medical professional
on the qualified medical professional’s letterhead may be accepted if it contains all the information
specified on Form 430031.

“Qualified medical professional” means a person licensed as a physician under Iowa Code chapter
148, a person licensed as an advanced registered nurse practitioner under Iowa Code chapter 152 and
licensed with the board of nursing, or a person licensed as a physician assistant under Iowa Code chapter
148C, when practicing within the scope of the person’s professional licensure.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.1.
[ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]

761—605.3(321) Persons exempt.
605.3(1) Persons listed in Iowa Code section 321.176 are exempt from driver’s licensing

requirements.
605.3(2) “Nearby” in Iowa Code section 321.176(2) shall mean a distance of not more than two

miles.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.176.

[ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]

761—605.4(252J,321) Persons not to be licensed.
605.4(1) The department shall not knowingly issue a license to any person who is ineligible for

licensing.
605.4(2) The department shall not knowingly license any person who is unable to operate a motor

vehicle safely because of physical or mental disability until that person submits a medical report or vision
report stating that the person is physically and mentally capable of operating a vehicle safely and passes
the applicable examinations if required under 761—Chapter 604 or 607.

605.4(3) The department shall not knowingly license any person who has been specifically adjudged
incompetent, pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 229, on or after January 1, 1976, including anyone admitted
to a mental health facility prior to that date and not released until after, until the department receives
specific adjudication that the person is competent. A medical report stating that the person is physically
qualified to operate a motor vehicle safely shall also be required.

605.4(4) The department shall not knowingly license any person who suffers from syncope of
any cause, any type of periodic or episodic loss of consciousness, or any paroxysmal disturbances of
consciousness, including but not limited to epilepsy, until that person has not had an episode of loss
of consciousness or loss of voluntary control for six months, and then only upon receipt of a medical
report favorable toward licensing.

a. If a medical report indicates a pattern of only syncope, the department may license without a
six-month episode-free period after favorable recommendation by the medical advisory board.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.607.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.174.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/148.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/152.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/148C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.176.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.321.176.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.176.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.604.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.607.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/229.pdf
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b. If a medical report indicates a pattern of such episodes only when the person is asleep or is
sequestered for sleep, the department may license without a six-month episode-free period.

c. If an episode occurs when medications are withdrawn by a qualified medical professional,
but the person is episode-free when placed back on medications, the department may license without
a six-month episode-free period with a favorable recommendation from a neurologist.

d. If a medical report indicates the person experienced a single nonrecurring episode, the
cause has been identified, the qualified medical professional is not treating the person for the episode
or a contributing health condition, and the qualified medical professional believes the episode is
unlikely to recur, the department may license without the six-month episode-free period with a
favorable recommendation from a qualified medical professional. As used in this paragraph, a “single
nonrecurring episode” means an incident that is not caused by a health condition and there is no history
of prior episodes or a health condition that may cause such an episode.

605.4(5) The department shall not license any person who must wear bioptic telescopic lenses to
meet the visual acuity standard required for a license.

605.4(6) When a medical report is required, a license shall be issued only if the report indicates that
the person is qualified to operate a motor vehicle safely. The department may submit the report to the
medical advisory board for an additional opinion.

605.4(7) When the department receives evidence that an Iowa licensed driver has been adjudged
incompetent or is not physically or mentally qualified to operate a motor vehicle safely, the department
shall suspend the license for incapability, as explained in rule 761—615.14(321), or shall deny further
licensing, as explained in rule 761—615.4(321).

605.4(8) The department shall not knowingly issue a license to a person who is the named
individual on a certificate of noncompliance that has been received from the child support services,
until the department receives a withdrawal of the certificate of noncompliance or unless an application
has been filed pursuant to Iowa Code section 252J.9.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 252J.8, 252J.9, 321.13, 321.177, 321.186,
321.193, 321.210, and 321.212.
[ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

761—605.5(321) Contents of license. In addition to the information specified in Iowa Code section
321.189(2), the following information shall be shown on a driver’s license.

605.5(1) Name. The licensee’s full legal name shall be listed as established according to
761—subrule 601.5(1) and 761—subrule 601.5(5) and shall conform to the requirements of
761—subrule 601.1(2).

605.5(2) Current residential address. The licensee’s current residential address shall be listed as
established according to the requirements of 761—subrule 601.1(6) and 761—subrule 601.5(3).

605.5(3) Physical description. The physical description of the licensee on the face of the driver’s
license shall include the following as established according to the requirements of 761—subrule
601.1(5):

a. The licensee’s eye color using these abbreviations: Blk-black, Blu-blue, Bro-brown,
Dic-dichromatic, Gry-gray, Grn-green, Haz-hazel, Pnk-pink and Unk-unknown.

b. The licensee’s height in feet and inches.
605.5(4) Date of birth. The licensee’s date of birth shall be listed as established according to

761—subrule 601.5(1) and 761—subrule 601.5(6).
605.5(5) Sex. The licensee’s sex designation shall be listed as established according to the

requirements of 761—subrule 601.5(7).
605.5(6) REAL ID markings.
a. A driver’s license that is issued as a REAL ID license as defined in 761—601.7(321) shall

include a security marking as required by 6 CFR 37.17(n).
b. A driver’s license that is not issued as a REAL ID license as defined in 761—601.7(321) may

be marked as required by 6 CFR 37.71 and any subsequent guidance issued by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.615.14.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.615.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/252J.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/252J.8.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/252J.9.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.13.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.177.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.186.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.193.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.210.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.212.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6969C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.601.7.pdf
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c. A driver’s license issued to a foreign national with temporary lawful status shall include the
following statement on the face of the license: “limited term.”

605.5(7) Voluntary markings. Upon the request of the licensee, the department shall indicate on the
driver’s license any of the following:

a. The presence of a medical condition.
b. That the licensee is a donor under the uniform anatomical gift law.
c. That the licensee has in effect a medical advance directive.
d. That the licensee is hard of hearing or deaf.
e. That the licensee is a veteran.
(1) To be eligible for a veteran designation, the licensee must be an honorably discharged veteran

of the armed forces of the United States, the national guard or reserve forces. A licensee who requests
a veteran designation shall submit Form 432035, properly completed by the licensee and a designee of
the Iowa department of veterans affairs, or the licensee shall present certification of release or discharge
from active duty, DD form 214, to the department indicating that the licensee was honorably discharged
from active duty. A licensee who was a member of the national guard or reserve forces and who applies
directly to the department must present a DD form 214 which indicates that the licensee was honorably
discharged after serving for at least a minimum aggregate (total) of 90 days of active duty service for
purposes other than training. A licensee who was a member of the national guard or reserve forces and
who has a discharge document other than a DD form 214 must have the licensee’s eligibility for a veteran
designation determined by a designee of the Iowa department of veterans affairs and shall apply to the
department for a veteran designation by submitting Form 432035, properly completed by the licensee
and a designee of the Iowa department of veterans affairs.

(2) The department may consult with and defer to the Iowa department of veterans affairs regarding
what constitutes a properly completed DD form 214 and veteran status in general.

(3) If the department denies issuance of a license with a veteran designation upon presentation
of the DD form 214 to the department, the licensee may obtain a license with a veteran designation
if the licensee submits Form 432035, properly completed by the licensee and a designee of the Iowa
department of veterans affairs.

(4) If the department issues a veteran designation in error or as the result of fraud on the part of the
licensee, the driver’s license with a veteran designation shall be canceled, and a duplicate license without
the designation may be issued to the licensee. There shall be no charge to issue a duplicate license if the
license was issued in error, unless the error was the result of fraud on the part of the licensee.

f. That the licensee has autism spectrum disorder.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 142C.3 and 321.189, the REAL ID Act of

2005 (49 U.S.C. Section 30301 note), and 6 CFR Part 37.
[ARC 0347C, IAB 10/3/12, effective 11/7/12; ARC 1714C, IAB 11/12/14, effective 12/17/14; ARC 2888C, IAB 1/4/17, effective
2/8/17; ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18; ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19,
effective 9/4/19; ARC 5302C, IAB 12/2/20, effective 1/6/21; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—605.6(321) License class. The driver’s license class shall be coded on the face of the driver’s
license using these codes:

Class A—commercial driver’s license
Class B—commercial driver’s license
Class C—commercial driver’s license
Class C—noncommercial driver’s license
Class D—noncommercial driver’s license, chauffeur
Class M—noncommercial driver’s license, motorcycle only
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.189.

[ARC 0347C, IAB 10/3/12, effective 11/7/12; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]

761—605.7(321) Endorsements. The endorsements shall be coded on the face of the driver’s license
and explained in text on the back of the driver’s license.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/142C.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/6/part-37
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0347C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1714C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2888C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4000C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4000C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5302C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6969C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0347C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
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605.7(1) For a commercial driver’s license. The following endorsements may be added to a Class
A, B or C commercial driver’s license using these letter codes:

H—Hazardous material
P—Passenger
N—Tank
X—Hazardous material and tank
T—Double/triple trailers
S—School bus
605.7(2) For a commercial learner’s permit. The following endorsements are the only endorsements

that may be added to a commercial learner’s permit using these letter codes. All other endorsements are
prohibited on a commercial learner’s permit.

P—Passenger
N—Tank
S—School bus
605.7(3) For a Class D driver’s license (chauffeur). The following endorsement may be added to a

Class D driver’s license using this number code:
3—Passenger vehicle less than 16-passenger design
605.7(4) Motorcycle endorsement. Amotorcycle endorsement may be added to any driver’s license

that permits unaccompanied driving, other than a Class M driver’s license or a motorized bicycle license,
using the following letter code:

L—Motorcycle
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.1(8), 321.180 and 321.189.

[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective
10/17/18; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19; ARC 5942C, IAB 10/6/21, effective 11/10/21; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23,
effective 5/10/23]

761—605.8(321) Restrictions. Restrictions shall be coded on the face of the driver’s license and
explained in text on the back of the driver’s license. For purposes of this rule, “CMV” means
commercial motor vehicle.

605.8(1) For all licenses. The following restrictions may apply to any driver’s license:
B—Corrective lenses required
C—Mechanical aid (as detailed in the restriction on the back of the card)
D—Prosthetic aid (as detailed in the restriction on the back of the card)
F—Left and right outside rearview mirrors
G—No driving when headlights required
H—Temporary restricted license or permit (work permit)
I—Ignition interlock required
J—Restrictions on the back of card
S—SR required (proof of financial responsibility for the future)
T—Medical report required at renewal
U—Not valid for 2-wheel vehicle
W—Restricted commercial driver’s license (CDL)
Y—Intermediate license
605.8(2) For a noncommercial driver’s license. The following restrictions apply only to a

noncommercial driver’s license:
8—Special instruction permit
9—Passenger restriction for intermediate license
Q—No interstate or freeway driving
605.8(3) For a commercial driver’s license. The following restrictions apply to a commercial

driver’s license:
E—No manual transmission equipped CMV
K—Intrastate only
L—No air brake equipped CMV

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4000C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5942C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6969C.pdf
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M—No Class A passenger vehicle
N—No Class A and B passenger vehicle
O—No tractor trailer CMV
V—Medical variance
Z—No full air brake equipped CMV
605.8(4) For a commercial learner’s permit. The following restrictions apply to a commercial

learner’s permit.
K—Intrastate only
L—No air brake equipped CMV
M—No Class A passenger vehicle
N—No Class A and B passenger vehicle
P—No passengers in CMV bus
V—Medical variance
X—No cargo in CMV tank vehicle
605.8(5) Special licenses. A numbered restriction will designate a special driver’s license using

these codes:
1—Motorcycle instruction permit
2—Noncommercial instruction permit (vehicle less than 16,001 gross vehicle weight rating)
3—Commercial learner’s permit
4—Chauffeur’s instruction permit
5—Motorized bicycle license
6—Minor’s restricted license
7—Minor’s school license
605.8(6) Additional information.
a. Recall of current licensees. Based on information disclosed by the applicant to the department,

or the department’s knowledge of a licensee’s physical or mental condition, the department may issue a
restriction requiring a person to complete additional examination or submit additional information at a
specified time to retain a valid license. The department may require a medical report to be submitted.
The department shall send Form 430511 as a reminder to submit the requested information or appear for
examination.

b. Loss of consciousness or voluntary control.
(1) If a person is licensed pursuant to paragraphs 605.4(4)“a,” “b,” or “c,” the department shall

issue the first driver’s license with a restriction stating: “Medical report to be furnished at the end of six
months.”

(2) If this medical report shows that the person has been free of an episode of loss of consciousness
or voluntary control since the previous medical report and the report recommends licensing, the
department shall issue a duplicate driver’s license with a restriction stating: “Medical report required
at renewal.” At each renewal accompanied by a favorable medical report, the department shall issue a
two-year driver’s license with the same restriction.

(3) The department may remove the medical report requirement and issue a full-term driver’s
license if recommended by a qualified medical professional and if the latest medical information on file
with the department indicates that either of the following are true:

1. The person has not had an episode of loss of consciousness or voluntary control and has not
been prescribed medications to control such episodes during the 24-month period immediately preceding
application for a license.

2. The person has not had an episode of loss of consciousness or voluntary control during the
ten-year period immediately preceding application for a license.

c. Financial responsibility. When a person is required under Iowa Code chapter 321A to have
future proof of financial responsibility on file, the license restriction will read: “SR required.” The license
shall be valid only for the operation of motor vehicles covered by the class of license issued and by the
proof of financial responsibility filed.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.605.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/321A.pdf
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d. Vision restriction. Restrictions relating to vision are addressed in 761—Chapter 604.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 321A and sections 321.177, 321.178, 321.180,

321.180A, 321.180B, 321.186, 321.188, 321.189, 321.193, 321.194, 321.215, 321J.4, and 321J.20.
[ARC 9991B, IAB 2/8/12, effective 3/14/12; ARC 0661C, IAB 4/3/13, effective 5/8/13; ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15;
ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective
9/4/19; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—605.9(321) License term for temporary foreign national. A driver’s license issued to a person
who is a foreign national with temporary lawful status shall be issued only for the length of time the
person is authorized to be present as verified by the department, not to exceed two years. However, if
the person’s lawful status as verified by the department has no expiration date, the driver’s license shall
be issued for a period of no longer than one year.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.196, the REAL ID Act of 2005 (49 U.S.C.
Section 30301 note), and 6 CFR Part 37.
[ARC 0347C, IAB 10/3/12, effective 11/7/12; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]

761—605.10(321) Fees for driver’s licenses. Fees for driver’s licenses are specified in Iowa Code
section 321.191. A license fee may be paid by cash, check, credit card, debit card or money order.

605.10(1) If the payment is by check, the check shall be for the exact amount of the fee and shall be
payable to: Treasurer, State of Iowa. An exception may be made when a traveler’s check is presented.

605.10(2) One payment method may be used to pay fees for several persons, such as members of
a family or employees of a business firm. One payment method may pay all fees involved, such as the
license fee and the reinstatement fee.

605.10(3) An applicant who is on federal active duty or state active duty, a veteran with a permanent
service-connected disability rating of 100 percent, or a veteran who was issued an honorable discharge
or general discharge under honorable conditions is eligible for a waiver of the fees for a driver’s license
as provided in Iowa Code section 321.191 as amended by 2022 Iowa Acts, Senate File 2383, section 25.
An eligible applicant may qualify for more than one fee waiver.

a. An applicant must provide proof of eligibility for the fee waiver to the department in the
following ways as applicable to the applicant’s active duty, veteran or disability status:

(1) An active duty service member must present an unexpired Armed Forces of the United States
Geneva Conventions identification card, also known as a common access card (CAC), issued by the U.S.
Department of Defense under 32 CFR Part 161. A federal or state military member who is a reservist
may instead present an unexpired Uniformed Services identification card (USID) issued by the U.S.
Department of Defense under 32 CFR Part 161 indicating a reserve affiliation.

(2) An applicant with a permanent service-connected disability rating of 100 percent must present
proof that the applicant is the subject of a certification of disability of 100 percent from the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) An applicant who has been discharged frommilitary servicemust present certification of release
or discharge from active duty, DD form 214, indicating that the applicant received an honorable discharge
or a general discharge under honorable conditions.

b. An applicant who qualifies for the fee waiver under subparagraph 605.10(3)“a”(2) or
604.10(3)“a”(3) or both subparagraphs is required to submit proof of eligibility only once unless the
proof is invalid or not accepted by the department.

c. An applicant who qualifies for the fee waiver under subparagraph 605.10(3)“a”(2) or
604.10(3)“a”(3) or both subparagraphs, who has presented proof of eligibility to the department
during a previous license issuance transaction and who is otherwise eligible under subrule 605.25(7) or
605.25(8) to renew the applicant’s driver’s license electronically, will be waived from the applicable
fees during the electronic renewal. An applicant who qualifies under subparagraph 605.10(3)“a”(1)

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.604.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/321A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.177.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.178.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180.pdf
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will not receive the applicable fee waivers if the applicant chooses to renew the driver’s license
electronically under subrule 605.25(7) or 605.25(8).

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.191 as amended by 2022 Iowa Acts,
Senate File 2383, section 25.
[ARC 9991B, IAB 2/8/12, effective 3/14/12; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19; ARC 5302C, IAB 12/2/20, effective
1/6/21; ARC 6617C, IAB 11/2/22, effective 12/7/22]

761—605.11(321) Duplicate license.
605.11(1) Lost, stolen or destroyed license. To replace a valid license that is lost, stolen or

destroyed, the licensee shall provide the licensee’s full legal name, date of birth, and social security
number, all of which must be verified by the department, and pay the replacement fee. A licensee
subject to 761—paragraph 601.5(2)“b” shall provide the applicant’s U.S. Customs and Immigration
Services number, which must be verified by the department. The department may investigate or require
additional information as may be reasonably necessary to determine that the licensee’s identity matches
the identity of record and shall not issue the replacement license if the licensee’s identity is questionable,
cannot be determined, or otherwise does not match the identity of record. If the licensee’s current
residential address, name, date of birth, or sex designation has changed since the previous license was
issued, the licensee shall comply with subrule 605.11(2).

605.11(2) Voluntary replacement. The department shall issue a duplicate of a valid license to an
eligible licensee if the license is surrendered to the department and the replacement fee is paid. Voluntary
replacement includes but is not limited to:

a. Replacement of a damaged license.
b. Replacement to change the current residential address on a license. The licensee shall notify

the department to establish the current residential address.
c. Replacement to change the name on a license. The licensee shall comply with the requirements

of 761—subrule 601.5(5) to establish a name change.
d. Replacement to change the date of birth on a license. The licensee shall comply with the

requirements of 761—subrule 601.5(6) to establish a change of date of birth.
e. Replacement to change the sex designation on a license. The licensee shall comply with the

requirements of 761—subrule 601.5(7) to establish a change of sex designation.
f. Issuance of a license without the words “under 21” to a licensee who is 21 years of age or older.
g. Issuance of a license without the words “under 18” to a licensee who is 18 years of age or older.

(If the licensee is under 21 years of age, the words “under 21” will replace the words “under 18.”)
h. Issuance of a noncommercial driver’s license to an eligible person who has been disqualified

from operating a commercial motor vehicle.
i. Replacement of a valid license before its expiration date to obtain a license that may be accepted

for federal identification purposes under 6 CFR Part 37 (a REAL ID license). The licensee shall comply
with the requirements of 761—601.5(321) to obtain a REAL ID license.

j. Replacement to add a veteran designation to the license. To be eligible for a veteran designation,
the licensee must comply with the requirements of paragraph 605.5(7)“e.”

605.11(3) Replacement upon attaining the age of 21. A licensee, upon attaining the age of 21, who
is otherwise eligible for a driver’s license is eligible to electronically apply for a replacement driver’s
license under this rule for the unexpired months of the license, regardless of whether the most recent
issuance occurred electronically.

a. Except for the requirements in subparagraphs 605.25(7)“a”(1) and 605.25(7)“a”(2), the
licensee must meet the eligibility requirements listed in paragraph 605.25(7)“a” or paragraph
605.25(8)“a” to replace the license electronically and must also meet the following criteria:

(1) The licensee must be at least 21 years old.
(2) The licensee must currently hold a driver’s license marked “Under 21” as provided in Iowa

Code section 321.189.
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b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, the department may accept
an electronic replacement application if the licensee seeks replacement of a special instruction permit or
a license with a single “J” restriction accompanied by a “9” restriction.

605.11(4) Fee. The fee to replace a license is $10.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.13, 321.189, 321.195 and 321.208, the

REAL ID Act of 2005 (49 U.S.C. Section 30301 note), and 6 CFR Part 37.
[ARC 7902B, IAB 7/1/09, effective 8/5/09; ARC 0347C, IAB 10/3/12, effective 11/7/12; ARC 1714C, IAB 11/12/14, effective
12/17/14; ARC 2888C, IAB 1/4/17, effective 2/8/17; ARC 3451C, IAB 11/8/17, effective 12/13/17; ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18,
effective 10/17/18; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19; ARC 4851C, IAB 1/1/20, effective 2/5/20; ARC 6969C, IAB
4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—605.12(321) Address changes.
605.12(1) A licensee shall notify the department of a change in the licensee’s mailing address within

30 days of the change. Notice shall be given by:
a. Submitting the address change to the Motor Vehicle Division, Iowa Department of

Transportation, P.O. Box 9204, Des Moines, Iowa 50306-9204, using Form 430012 or a written and
signed statement listing the licensee’s full name, date of birth, driver’s license number and new mailing
address; or

b. Completing the address change on the department’s website at www.iowadot.gov; or
c. Appearing in person to change the mailing address at any driver’s license service center.
605.12(2) Parents or legal guardians may provide written notice of a mailing address change on

behalf of their minor children.
605.12(3) The department may use U.S. Postal Service address information to update its address

records.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.182 and 321.184.

[ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18; ARC 4851C, IAB 1/1/20, effective 2/5/20; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—605.13 and 605.14 Reserved.

761—605.15(321) License extension.
605.15(1) Six-month extension. An Iowa resident may apply for a noncommercial six-month

extension of a license if the resident:
a. Has a valid license,
b. Is eligible for further licensing, and
c. Is temporarily absent from Iowa or is temporarily incapacitated at the time for renewal.
605.15(2) Procedure. The licensee shall apply for an extension by submitting Form 430027 to the

department. The form may be obtained from and submitted to a driver’s license service center. The
licensee may also apply by letter to the address in paragraph 605.12(1)“a.”

a. A six-month extension shall be added to the expiration date on the license. When the licensee
appears to renew the license, the expiration date of the renewed license will be computed from the
expiration date of the original license, notwithstanding the extension.

b. The department shall allow only two six-month extensions.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.196.

[ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18; ARC 5495C, IAB 3/10/21, effective 4/14/21]

761—605.16(321) Military extension.
605.16(1) Application. A person who qualifies for a military extension of a valid license under Iowa

Code section 321.198 andwhowishes to have a record of the person’s military service extension recorded
in the department’s computerized issuance system shall apply to the department in person by presentation
of the person’s unexpired Armed Forces of the United States Geneva Conventions identification card,
also known as a common access card (CAC), or by submitting Form 430081 to the department at the
address in paragraph 605.12(1)“a.” The form shall be signed by the person’s commanding officer to
verify the military service and be accompanied by a copy of the person’s CAC or current active duty
orders. Upon approval, the department shall update the department’s electronic records with the person’s

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2017/321.13.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.195.pdf
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military exception status and issue the person a letter explaining the provisions of Iowa Code section
321.198 regarding military extensions.

605.16(2) Renewal of license after military extension. When an applicant renews a license after
a military extension, the department may require the applicant to provide documentation of both the
military service and the date of separation from military service. In accordance with Iowa Code section
321.198(1)“b,” the applicant shall pay all applicable fees to renew the license. The applicant may also be
waived from the applicable knowledge or driving skills examination in accordance with the provisions
of 761—paragraphs 604.21(2)“c” and 604.31(2)“e” and 761—subrules 607.27(5) and 607.28(6).

605.16(3) Reinstatement after sanction. A person with a military extension whose license has been
canceled, suspended or revoked shall complywith the requirements of rule 761—615.40(321) to reinstate
the license.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.198.
[ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—605.17 to 605.19 Reserved.

761—605.20(321) Fee adjustment for upgrading license. The fee for upgrading a driver’s license shall
be computed on a full-year basis. The fee is charged for each year or part of a year between the date of
the change and the expiration date on the license.

605.20(1) The fee to upgrade a driver’s license from one class to another is determined by computing
the difference between the current license fee and the new license fee as follows:

a. Converting noncommercial Class C to Class D—$4 per year of new license validity.
b. Converting Class M to Class D with a motorcycle endorsement—$4 per year of new license

validity.
c. Converting Class M to noncommercial Class C with a motorcycle endorsement—$2 one-time

fee.
605.20(2) The fee to add a privilege to a driver’s license is computed per year of new license validity

as follows:

Noncommercial Class C
(full privileges from a restricted Class C) $4 per year

Motorized bicycle $4 per year
Minor’s restricted license $4 per year
Minor’s school license $4 per year
Motorcycle instruction permit $2 per year
Motorcycle endorsement $2 per year

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.189 and 321.191.
[ARC 1714C, IAB 11/12/14, effective 12/17/14]

761—605.21 to 605.24 Reserved.

761—605.25(321) License renewal.
605.25(1) A licensee who wishes to renew a driver’s license shall apply to the department and, if

required, pass the appropriate examination.
605.25(2) A valid noncommercial license may be renewed within 180 days before the expiration

date. The department for good cause may renew a noncommercial license earlier, except the department
shall not renew a REAL ID driver’s license issued under rule 761—601.7(321) earlier than 180 days
before the expiration date if such a renewal would result in noncompliance under 6 CFR Section 37.5(a).

605.25(3) Reserved.
605.25(4) If the licensee’s current residential address, name, date of birth, or sex designation has

changed since the previous license was issued, the licensee shall comply with the following:
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a. Current residential address. The licensee shall notify the department to establish the current
residential address.

b. Name. The licensee shall comply with the requirements of 761—subrule 601.5(5) to establish
a name change.

c. Date of birth. The licensee shall comply with the requirements of 761—subrule 601.5(6) to
establish a change of date of birth.

d. Sex designation. The licensee shall comply with the requirements of 761—subrule 601.5(7) to
establish a change of sex designation.

605.25(5) A licensee who has not previously been issued a license that may be accepted for federal
identification purposes under 6 CFR Part 37 (a REAL ID license) and wishes to obtain a REAL ID license
upon renewal must comply with the requirements of rule 761—601.5(321) to obtain a REAL ID license
upon renewal.

605.25(6) A licensee who is a foreign national with temporary lawful status must provide
documentation of lawful status as required by 761—subrule 601.5(4) at each renewal.

605.25(7) The department may determine means or methods for electronic renewal of a
noncommercial driver’s license.

a. An applicant who meets the following criteria may apply for electronic renewal:
(1) The applicant must be at least 18 years of age but not yet 70 years of age.
(2) The applicant completed a satisfactory vision screen or submitted a satisfactory vision report

under 761—subrules 604.10(1) to 604.10(3) and updated the applicant’s photo at the applicant’s last
issuance or renewal.

(3) The applicant’s driver’s license has not been expired for more than one year.
(4) The department’s records show the applicant is a U.S. citizen.
(5) The applicant’s driver’s license is not marked “valid without photo.”
(6) The applicant is not seeking to change any of the following information as it appears on the

applicant’s driver’s license:
1. Name.
2. Date of birth.
3. Sex.
(7) The applicant’s driver’s license is a Class C noncommercial driver’s license, a Class D

noncommercial driver’s license (chauffeur), or Class M noncommercial driver’s license (motorcycle)
that is not a special license or permit, a temporary restricted license, or a two-year license.

(8) The applicant is not subject to a pending request for reexamination.
(9) The applicant does not wish to change any of the following:
1. Class of license.
2. License endorsements.
3. License restrictions.
(10) The applicant is not subject to any of the following restrictions:
G—No driving when headlights required
J—Restrictions on the back of card
T—Medical report required at renewal
8—Special instruction permit
Q—No interstate or freeway driving
b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this subrule to the contrary, the department may accept

an electronic renewal application if the license contains a single “J” restriction accompanied by a “7,”
“I” or “Y” restriction.

c. The department reserves the right to deny electronic renewal and to require the applicant to
personally apply for renewal at a driver’s license service center if it appears to the department that the
applicant may have a physical or mental condition that may impair the applicant’s ability to safely operate
a motor vehicle, even if the applicant otherwise meets the criteria in 605.25(7)“a.”
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d. An applicant who has not previously been issued a driver’s license that is compliant with the
REAL ID Act of 2005, 49 U.S.C. Section 30301 note, as further defined in 6 CFR Part 37 (a REAL ID
license) may not request a REAL ID driver’s license by electronic renewal.

605.25(8) The department may determine means or methods for electronic renewal of a commercial
driver’s license.

a. An applicant who is otherwise eligible to renew a commercial driver’s license must meet
the same eligibility requirements for renewing a noncommercial driver’s license listed in paragraph
605.25(7)“a” to renew the license electronically, except that numbered paragraph 605.25(7)“a”(9)“3”
shall not apply if the applicant is adding or removing the K restriction from the license at the time of
renewal. The applicant must also meet the following criteria:

(1) The applicant is not subject to any of the following restrictions or endorsements:
H—Hazardous material
X—Hazardous material and tank
(2) The applicant does not also hold a valid commercial learner’s permit under Iowa Code section

321.180(2) as documented by restriction 3 on the commercial driver’s license.
(3) An applicant self-certifying to non-excepted interstate driving has a valid medical certificate on

file with the department as required under rule 761—607.50(321).
b. The requirements in paragraphs 605.25(7)“c” and 605.25(7)“d” shall also apply to a license

issued under this subrule.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.186, 321.188 and 321.196; the REAL

ID Act of 2005 (49 U.S.C. Section 30301 note); and 6 CFR Part 37.
[ARC 0347C, IAB 10/3/12, effective 11/7/12; ARC 0895C, IAB 8/7/13, effective 7/9/13; ARC 1073C, IAB 10/2/13, effective 11/6/13;
ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 4000C, IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18;
ARC 5942C, IAB 10/6/21, effective 11/10/21; ARC 6307C, IAB 5/4/22, effective 6/8/22; ARC 6969C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—605.26(321)Graduated driver’s license upgrades. An applicant subject to the graduated driver’s
license requirements under Iowa Code section 321.180B who is otherwise eligible for a driver’s license
is eligible to electronically apply to upgrade the applicant’s driver’s license under this rule.

605.26(1) Except for the requirements in subparagraphs 605.25(7)“a”(1) and 605.25(7)“a”(2), the
applicant must meet the eligibility requirements listed in paragraph 605.25(7)“a” to upgrade the license
electronically and must also meet the following criteria:

a. The applicant must have been issued an intermediate license under Iowa Code section
321.180B(2) or a minor’s school license under Iowa Code section 321.194 in person.

b. The applicant must otherwise be eligible to upgrade a license class privilege under Iowa Code
section 321.180B or 321.194.

605.26(2) The requirements in paragraphs 605.25(7)“c” and 605.25(7)“d” shall also apply to a
license issued under this rule.

605.26(3) If an applicant upgrades the applicant’s driver’s license electronically under this rule to a
driver’s license with an eight-year expiration date, the applicant is ineligible to electronically renew the
applicant’s full driver’s license at the next renewal period.

605.26(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this rule to the contrary, the department may
accept an electronic application to upgrade a license containing a “J” restriction if the “J” restriction
is related only to a secondary address.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.180B and 321.194.
[ARC 5495C, IAB 3/10/21, effective 4/14/21]

[Filed emergency 6/7/90—published 6/27/90, effective 7/1/90]
[Filed emergency 10/24/90—published 11/14/90, effective 10/24/90]

[Filed 5/9/91, Notices 11/14/90, 2/20/91—published 5/29/91, effective 7/3/91]
[Filed 12/18/91, Notice 11/13/91—published 1/8/92, effective 2/12/92]
[Filed 11/4/93, Notice 9/29/93—published 11/24/93, effective 12/29/93]1

[Filed emergency 1/10/94—published 2/2/94, effective 1/10/94]
[Filed 10/30/96, Notice 9/25/96—published 11/20/96, effective 12/25/96]
[Filed 1/21/98, Notice 12/17/97—published 2/11/98, effective 3/18/98]
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6307C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6969C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.605.25.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.605.25.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.605.25.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.194.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.194.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.605.25.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.605.25.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.194.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5495C.pdf
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[Filed 10/28/98, Notice 9/23/98—published 11/18/98, effective 12/23/98]
[Filed emergency 7/20/00 after Notice 6/14/00—published 8/9/00, effective 7/24/00]

[Filed 2/15/02, Notice 12/26/01—published 3/20/02, effective 4/24/02]
[Filed 6/19/02, Notice 4/17/02—published 7/10/02, effective 8/14/02]
[Filed emergency 3/21/03—published 4/16/03, effective 3/21/03]

[Filed emergency 6/15/05 after Notice 5/11/05—published 7/6/05, effective 7/1/05]
[Filed 6/14/06, Notice 4/12/06—published 7/5/06, effective 8/9/06]

[Filed 10/11/06, Notice 8/30/06—published 11/8/06, effective 12/13/06]
[Filed ARC 7902B (Notice ARC 7721B, IAB 4/22/09), IAB 7/1/09, effective 8/5/09]
[Filed ARC 9991B (Notice ARC 9874B, IAB 11/30/11), IAB 2/8/12, effective 3/14/12]
[Filed ARC 0347C (Notice ARC 0201C, IAB 7/11/12), IAB 10/3/12, effective 11/7/12]
[Filed ARC 0661C (Notice ARC 0571C, IAB 1/23/13), IAB 4/3/13, effective 5/8/13]

[Filed Emergency ARC 0895C, IAB 8/7/13, effective 7/9/13]
[Filed ARC 1073C (Notice ARC 0894C, IAB 8/7/13), IAB 10/2/13, effective 11/6/13]
[Filed ARC 1714C (Notice ARC 1601C, IAB 9/3/14), IAB 11/12/14, effective 12/17/14]

[Filed Emergency ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15]
[Filed ARC 2337C (Notice ARC 2070C, IAB 8/5/15), IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16]
[Filed ARC 2888C (Notice ARC 2800C, IAB 11/9/16), IAB 1/4/17, effective 2/8/17]

[Filed ARC 3451C (Notice ARC 3307C, IAB 9/13/17), IAB 11/8/17, effective 12/13/17]
[Filed ARC 4000C (Notice ARC 3865C, IAB 7/4/18), IAB 9/12/18, effective 10/17/18]
[Filed ARC 4586C (Notice ARC 4476C, IAB 6/5/19), IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]
[Filed ARC 4851C (Notice ARC 4715C, IAB 10/23/19), IAB 1/1/20, effective 2/5/20]
[Filed ARC 5302C (Notice ARC 5179C, IAB 9/23/20), IAB 12/2/20, effective 1/6/21]
[Filed ARC 5495C (Notice ARC 5384C, IAB 1/13/21), IAB 3/10/21, effective 4/14/21]
[Filed ARC 5942C (Notice ARC 5804C, IAB 7/28/21), IAB 10/6/21, effective 11/10/21]
[Filed ARC 6307C (Notice ARC 6207C, IAB 2/23/22), IAB 5/4/22, effective 6/8/22]
[Filed ARC 6617C (Notice ARC 6466C, IAB 8/10/22), IAB 11/2/22, effective 12/7/22]
[Filed ARC 6969C (Notice ARC 6821C, IAB 1/11/23), IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

1 Effective date of December 29, 1993, for 761—605.26(2)“a” and “d,” delayed 70 days by the Administrative Rules Review
Committee at its meeting held December 15, 1993; delay lifted by this Committee on January 5, 1994, effective January 6, 1994.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7902B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7721B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/9991B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/9874B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0347C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0201C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0661C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0571C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0895C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1073C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0894C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1714C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/1601C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2070C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2888C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2800C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3451C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3307C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4000C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3865C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4586C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4476C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4851C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4715C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5302C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5179C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5495C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5384C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5942C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5804C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6307C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6207C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6617C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6466C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6969C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6821C.pdf
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CHAPTER 607
COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSING

761—607.1(321) Scope. This chapter applies to licensing persons for the operation of commercial motor
vehicles. Unless otherwise stated, the provisions of this chapter are in addition to other motor vehicle
licensing rules.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 321.

761—607.2(17A) Information.
607.2(1) Information and location. Applications, forms and information about the commercial

driver’s license (CDL) are available at any driver’s license service center. Assistance is also available
by mail from the Motor Vehicle Division, Iowa Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 9204, Des
Moines, Iowa 50306-9204; in person at 6310 SE Convenience Blvd., Ankeny, Iowa; by telephone at
515.244.8725; by facsimile at 515.239.1837; or on the department’s website at www.iowadot.gov.

607.2(2) Manual. A copy of a study manual for the commercial driver’s license tests is available
upon request at any driver’s license service center and on the department’s website.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 17A.3.
[ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16; ARC 3689C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective
4/15/20; ARC 6168C, IAB 2/9/22, effective 3/16/22; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

761—607.3(321) Definitions. The definitions in Iowa Code section 321.1 apply to this chapter of rules.
In addition, the following definitions are adopted:

“Air brake system”means a system that uses air as a medium for transmitting pressure or force from
the driver’s control to the service brake. “Air brake system” shall include any braking system operating
fully or partially on the air brake principle.

“Air over hydraulic brakes” means any braking system operating partially on the air brake and
partially on the hydraulic brake principle.

“Automatic transmission” means any transmission other than a manual transmission.
“CDLIS”means “commercial driver’s license information system” as defined in Iowa Code section

321.1.
“Commercial driver’s license downgrade” or “CDL downgrade” means either:
1. The driver changes the driver’s self-certification of type of driving from non-excepted interstate

to excepted interstate, non-excepted intrastate, or excepted intrastate driving, or
2. The department removed the CDL privilege from the driver’s license.
“Commercial motor vehicle” or “CMV” as defined in Iowa Code section 321.1 does not include

a motor vehicle designed as off-road equipment rather than as a motor truck, such as a forklift, motor
grader, scraper, tractor, trencher or similar industrial-type equipment. “Commercial motor vehicle” also
does not include self-propelled implements of husbandry described in Iowa Code subsection 321.1(32).

“Controlled substance” as used in Iowa Code section 321.208 means a substance defined in Iowa
Code section 124.101.

“Hazardous materials” means any material that has been designated as hazardous under 49 U.S.C.
Section 5103 and is required to be placarded under 49 CFR Part 172, Subpart F, or any quantity of a
material listed as a select agent or toxin in 42 CFR Part 73.

“Manual transmission” means a transmission utilizing a driver-operated clutch that is activated by
a pedal or lever and a gear-shift mechanism operated either by hand or by foot. All other transmissions,
whether semi-automatic or automatic, will be considered automatic.

“Medical examiner” means a person who is licensed, certified or registered, in accordance with
applicable state laws and regulations, to perform physical examinations. The term includes but is not
limited to doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, physician assistants, advanced registered nurse
practitioners, and doctors of chiropractic.

“Medical examiner’s certificate” means a certificate completed and signed by a medical examiner
under the provisions of 49 CFR Section 391.43.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/321.pdf
http://www.iowadot.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3689C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6168C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/124.101.pdf
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“Medical variance”means a driver has received one of the following from the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration that allows the driver to be issued a medical certificate:

1. An exemption letter permitting operation of a commercial motor vehicle pursuant to 49 CFR
Part 381, Subpart C, or 49 CFR Section 391.62, or 49 CFR Section 391.64.

2. A skill performance evaluation certificate permitting operation of a commercial motor vehicle
pursuant to 49 CFR Section 391.49.

“Passenger vehicle” means either of the following:
1. A motor vehicle designed to transport 16 or more persons including the operator.
2. A motor vehicle of a size and design to transport 16 or more persons including the operator

which is redesigned or modified to transport fewer than 16 persons with disabilities. The size of a
redesigned or modified vehicle shall be any such vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 or
more pounds.

“School bus” means a commercial motor vehicle used to transport pre-primary, primary, or
secondary school students from home to school, from school to home, or to and from school-sponsored
events unless otherwise provided in Iowa Code section 321.1(69). “School bus” does not include a bus
used as a common carrier.

“Self-certification” means a written certification of which category of type of driving an applicant
for a commercial driver’s license engages in or intends to engage in, from the following categories:

1. Non-excepted interstate. The person certifies that the person operates or expects to operate in
interstate commerce, is both subject to and meets the qualification requirements under 49 CFR Part 391,
and is required to obtain a medical examiner’s certificate by 49 CFR Section 391.45.

2. Excepted interstate. The person certifies that the person operates or expects to operate in
interstate commerce, but engages exclusively in transportation or operations excepted under 49 CFR
Section 390.3(f), 391.2, 391.68 or 398.3 from all or parts of the qualification requirements of 49 CFR
Part 391, and is therefore not required to obtain a medical examiner’s certificate by 49 CFR Section
391.45.

3. Non-excepted intrastate. The person certifies that the person operates only in intrastate
commerce and is subject to state driver qualification requirements.

4. Excepted intrastate. The person certifies that the person operates only in intrastate commerce,
but engages exclusively in transportation or operations excepted from all or parts of the state driver
qualification requirements as set forth in Iowa Code section 321.449.

“State,” as used in this chapter and in “another state” in Iowa Code subsection 321.174(2), “former
state of residence” in Iowa Code subsection 321.188(5), or “any state” in Iowa Code subsection
321.208(1), means one of the United States or the District of Columbia unless the context means the
state of Iowa.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.1, 321.174, 321.188, 321.191, 321.193,
321.207 and 321.208.
[ARC 7902B, IAB 7/1/09, effective 8/5/09; ARC 9954B, IAB 1/11/12, effective 1/30/12; ARC 0031C, IAB 3/7/12, effective
4/11/12; ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16,
effective 6/15/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]

761—607.4 and 607.5 Reserved.

761—607.6(321) Exemptions.
607.6(1) Persons exempt. A person listed in Iowa Code section 321.176A is exempt from

commercial driver licensing requirements.
607.6(2) Exempt until April 1, 1992. Rescinded IAB 6/23/93, effective 7/28/93.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.1 and 321.176A.

761—607.7(321) Records. The operating record of a person who has been issued a commercial
driver’s license or a commercial learner’s permit or a person who has been disqualified from operating

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.449.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.174.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.174.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.191.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.193.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.207.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7902B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/9954B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0031C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.176A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/bulletin/06-23-1993.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.176A.pdf
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a commercial motor vehicle shall be maintained as provided in the department’s “Record Management
Manual” adopted in 761—Chapter 4.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 22.11, 321.12 and 321.199.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16]

761—607.8 and 607.9 Reserved.

761—607.10(321) Adoption of federal regulations.
607.10(1) Code of Federal Regulations. The department’s administration of commercial driver’s

licenses shall be in compliance with the state procedures set forth in 49 CFR Section 383.73, and this
chapter shall be construed to that effect. The department adopts the following portions of the Code of
Federal Regulations which are referenced throughout this chapter of rules:

a. 49 CFR Section 391.11 as adopted in 661—Chapter 22.
b. 49 CFR Section 392.5 as adopted in 661—Chapter 22.
c. 49 CFR Part 380, Subpart F.
d. The following portions of 49 CFR Part 383 (October 1, 2022):
(1) Section 383.51, Disqualification of drivers.
(2) Subpart E—Testing and Licensing Procedures.
(3) Subpart G—Required Knowledge and Skills.
(4) Subpart H—Tests.
607.10(2) Copies of regulations. Copies of the federal regulations may be reviewed at the state law

library or through the Internet at www.fmcsa.dot.gov.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.187, 321.188, 321.207, 321.208 and

321.208A.
[ARC 7902B, IAB 7/1/09, effective 8/5/09; ARC 9954B, IAB 1/11/12, effective 1/30/12; ARC 0031C, IAB 3/7/12, effective 4/11/12;
ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16;
ARC 2986C, IAB 3/15/17, effective 4/19/17; ARC 3840C, IAB 6/6/18, effective 7/11/18; ARC 4401C, IAB 4/10/19, effective 5/15/19;
ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 5018C, IAB 4/8/20, effective 5/13/20; ARC 5547C, IAB 4/7/21, effective 5/12/21;
ARC 6307C, IAB 5/4/22, effective 6/8/22; ARC 6970C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 7/26/23]

761—607.11 to 607.14 Reserved.

761—607.15(321) Application. An applicant for a commercial driver’s license shall comply with the
requirements of Iowa Code sections 321.180(2)“e,”321.182 and 321.188, and 761—Chapter 601, and
must provide the proofs of citizenship or lawful permanent residence and state of domicile required
by 49 CFR Section 383.71. If the applicant is domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction and applying for a
nondomiciled commercial driver’s license, the applicant must provide a document required by 49 CFR
Section 383.71(f).

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.180, 321.182 and 321.188.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16]

761—607.16(321) Commercial driver’s license (CDL).
607.16(1) Classes. The department may issue a commercial driver’s license only as a Class A, B or

C driver’s license. The license class identifies the types of vehicles that may be operated. A commercial
driver’s license may have endorsements which authorize additional vehicle operations or restrictions
which limit vehicle operations.

607.16(2) Validity.
a. A Class A commercial driver’s license allows a person to operate a combination of commercial

motor vehicles as specified in Iowa Code sections 321.1(11) and 321.189(1)“a”(1). With the required
endorsements and subject to the applicable restrictions, a Class A commercial driver’s license is valid to
operate any vehicle. Before the department administers the skills test for a Class A commercial driver’s
license to an applicant for the first time, the applicant must comply with the entry-level driver training
requirements as provided in Iowa Code section 321.188.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/22.11.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.12.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.199.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/661.22.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/661.22.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.187.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.207.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/7902B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/9954B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/0031C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3840C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4401C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5018C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5547C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6307C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6970C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.182.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.601.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.182.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
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b. A Class B commercial driver’s license allows a person to operate a commercial motor vehicle
as specified in Iowa Code sections 321.1(11) and 321.189(1)“a”(2). With the required endorsements and
subject to the applicable restrictions, a Class B commercial driver’s license is valid to operate any vehicle
except a truck-tractor semitrailer combination as a chauffeur (Class D) or a vehicle requiring a Class A
commercial driver’s license. Before the department administers the skills test for a Class B commercial
driver’s license to an applicant for the first time, the applicant must comply with the entry-level driver
training requirements as provided in Iowa Code section 321.188.

c. AClass C commercial driver’s license allows a person to operate a commercial motor vehicle as
specified in Iowa Code sections 321.1(11) and 321.189(1)“a”(3) if the vehicle is designed to transport 16
or more passengers, including the driver, or is used in the transportation of hazardous materials as defined
in 49 CFR Section 383.5. With the required endorsements and subject to the applicable restrictions, a
Class C commercial driver’s license is valid to operate any vehicle except a vehicle requiring a Class A
or Class B commercial driver’s license.

d. A commercial driver’s license is valid for operating amotorcycle as a commercial motor vehicle
only if the license has a motorcycle endorsement and a hazardous material endorsement. A commercial
driver’s license is valid for operating a motorcycle as a noncommercial motor vehicle only if the license
has a motorcycle endorsement.

e. A commercial driver’s license valid for eight years shall be issued to a qualified applicant who
is at least 18 years of age but not yet 78 years of age. However, the expiration date of the license issued
shall not exceed the licensee’s 80th birthday.

f. A commercial driver’s license valid for two years shall be issued to a qualified applicant 78
years of age or older. A two-year license may also be issued, at the discretion of the department, to an
applicant whose license is restricted due to vision or other physical disabilities.

g. A commercial driver’s license is valid for 60 days after the expiration date.
h. A person with a commercial driver’s license valid for the vehicle operated is not required to

obtain a Class D driver’s license to operate the vehicle as a chauffeur.
607.16(3) Requirements.
a. Theminimum age to obtain a commercial driver’s license is set out in 49 CFR, Part 391, Subpart

B, except that, for a person operating solely intrastate, the driver age qualifications are set out in Iowa
Code section 321.449(3).

b. The applicant shall meet the requirements set forth in rule 761—607.15(321).
607.16(4) Transition from five-year to eight-year licenses. During the period January 1, 2014, to

December 31, 2018, the department shall issue qualified applicants otherwise eligible for an eight-year
license a five-year, six-year, seven-year, or eight-year license, subject to all applicable limitations for
age and ability. The applicable period shall be randomly assigned to the applicant by the department’s
computerized issuance system based on a distribution formula intended to spread renewal volumes as
equally as practical over the eight-year period beginning January 1, 2019, and ending December 31,
2026.

607.16(5) License extension.
a. As provided in 49 CFR Section 383.153, a person may apply for a 60-day extension of a

commercial driver’s license if the person:
(1) Has a valid license,
(2) Is eligible for further licensing, and
(3) Is temporarily absent from Iowa or is temporarily incapacitated at the time for renewal.
b. The person shall apply for an extension by submitting Form 430027 to the department. The

form may be obtained from and submitted to a driver’s license service center. The person may also
apply by letter to the address in 761—paragraph 605.12(1)“a.”

c. A 60-day extension shall be added to the expiration date on the license. When the person
appears to renew the license, the expiration date of the renewed license will be computed from the
expiration date of the original license, notwithstanding the extension.
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d. The department shall allow only one 60-day extension.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.1(8) as amended by 2021 Iowa Acts,

House File 389, 321.177, 321.182, 321.188, 321.189, 321.196, and 321.449 and 2013 Iowa Acts, chapter
104, section 2.
[ARC 1714C, IAB 11/12/14, effective 12/17/14; ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective
2/10/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 5495C, IAB 3/10/21, effective 4/14/21; ARC 5942C, IAB 10/6/21,
effective 11/10/21; ARC 6307C, IAB 5/4/22, effective 6/8/22]

761—607.17(321) Endorsements. All endorsements except the hazardous material endorsement
continue to be valid without retesting or additional fees when renewing or upgrading a license. The
endorsements that authorize additional commercial motor vehicle operations with a commercial driver’s
license are:

607.17(1) Hazardous material. A hazardous material endorsement (H) is required to transport
hazardous materials. The hazardous material endorsement is only valid when the applicant or holder of
the endorsement complies with the Transportation Security Administration’s security threat assessment
standards specified in 49 CFR Sections 383.71(b)(8) and 383.141. Before the department administers
the knowledge test for a hazardous material endorsement to an applicant for the first time, the applicant
shall comply with the entry-level driver training requirements as provided in Iowa Code section
321.188. To obtain or retain the hazardous material endorsement, the applicant or holder must pass a
knowledge test as required under 49 CFR Section 383.121 and pay the endorsement fee. Retesting and
fee payment are also required when an applicant transfers a commercial driver’s license from another
state unless, as provided in 49 CFR Section 383.73, the transfer applicant provides evidence of passing
the knowledge test as required under 49 CFR Section 383.121 within the preceding 24 months. A
farmer or a person working for a farmer is not subject to the hazardous material endorsement while
operating either a pickup or a special truck within 150 air miles of the farmer’s farm to transport
supplies to or from the farm.

607.17(2) Passenger vehicle. Apassenger vehicle endorsement (P) is required to operate a passenger
vehicle as defined in rule 761—607.3(321). Before the department administers the skills test for a
passenger vehicle endorsement to an applicant for the first time, the applicant shall comply with the
entry-level driver training requirements as provided in Iowa Code section 321.188.

607.17(3) Tank vehicle. A tank vehicle endorsement (N) is required to operate a tank vehicle as
defined in Iowa Code section 321.1. A vehicle transporting a tank, regardless of the tank’s capacity,
which does not otherwise meet the definition of a commercial motor vehicle in Iowa Code section 321.1
is not a tank vehicle.

607.17(4) Double/triple trailer. A double/triple trailer endorsement (T) is required to operate a
commercial motor vehicle with two or more towed trailers when the combination of vehicles meets the
criteria for a Class A commercial motor vehicle. Operation of a triple trailer combination vehicle is
not permitted in Iowa.

607.17(5) Hazardous material and tank. A combined endorsement (X) authorizes both hazardous
material and tank vehicle operations.

607.17(6) School bus. A school bus endorsement (S) is required to operate a school bus as defined
in rule 761—607.3(321). An applicant for a school bus endorsement must also qualify for a passenger
vehicle endorsement. Before the department administers the skills test for a school bus endorsement to
an applicant for the first time, the applicant shall comply with the entry-level driver training requirements
as provided in Iowa Code section 321.188.

607.17(7) Exceptions for towing operations.
a. A driver who tows a vehicle in an emergency “first move” from the site of a vehicle

malfunction or accident on a highway to the nearest appropriate repair facility is not required to have the
endorsement(s) applicable to the towed vehicle. In any subsequent move, a driver who tows a vehicle
from one repair or disposal facility to another is required to have the endorsement(s) applicable to the
towed vehicle with one exception: A tow truck driver is not required to have a passenger endorsement
to tow a passenger vehicle.
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b. The double/triple trailer endorsement is not required to operate a commercial motor vehicle
with two or more towed vehicles that are not trailers.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.1, 321.176A, 321.188 and 321.189.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective
6/15/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]

761—607.18(321) Restrictions. The restrictions that may limit commercial motor vehicle operation
with a commercial driver’s license are listed in 761—subrule 605.8(3) and are explained below:

607.18(1) Air brake. The air brake restriction (L, no air brake equipped CMV) applies to a licensee
who either fails the air brake component of the knowledge test or performs the skills test in a vehicle not
equipped with air brakes and prohibits the operation of a commercial motor vehicle equipped with an
air brake system until the licensee passes the required air brake tests and pays the fee for upgrading the
license. Retesting and fee payment are not required when the license is renewed.

607.18(2) Full air brake. The full air brake restriction (Z, no full air brake equipped CMV) applies to
a licensee who performs the skills test in a vehicle equipped with air over hydraulic brakes and prohibits
the operation of a commercial motor vehicle equipped with any braking system operating fully on the
air brake principle until the licensee passes the required air brake tests and pays the fee for upgrading
the license. Retesting and fee payment are not required when the license is renewed.

607.18(3) Manual transmission. The manual transmission restriction (E, no manual transmission
equipped CMV) applies to a licensee who performs the skills test in a vehicle equipped with automatic
transmission and prohibits the operation of a commercial motor vehicle equipped with a manual
transmission until the licensee passes the required tests and pays the fee for upgrading the license.
Retesting and fee payment are not required when the license is renewed.

607.18(4) Tractor-trailer. The tractor-trailer restriction (O, no tractor trailer CMV) applies to a
licensee who performs the skills test in a combination vehicle for a Class A commercial driver’s license
with the power unit and towed unit connected with a pintle hook or other non-fifth wheel connection
and prohibits operation of a tractor-trailer combination connected by a fifth wheel that requires a Class
A commercial driver’s license until the licensee passes the required tests and pays the fee for upgrading
the license. Retesting and fee payment are not required when the license is renewed.

607.18(5) Class A passenger vehicle. The Class A passenger vehicle restriction (M, no Class A
passenger vehicle) applies to a licensee who applies for a passenger endorsement and performs the skills
test in a passenger vehicle that requires a Class B commercial driver’s license and prohibits operation of
a passenger vehicle that requires a Class A commercial driver’s license.

607.18(6) Class A and B passenger vehicle. The Class A and B passenger vehicle restriction (N, no
Class A and B passenger vehicle) applies to a licensee who applies for a passenger endorsement and
performs the skills test in a passenger vehicle that requires a Class C commercial driver’s license and
prohibits operation of a passenger vehicle that requires a Class A or Class B commercial driver’s license.

607.18(7) Intrastate only. The intrastate only restriction (K, intrastate only) applies to a licensee
who self-certifies to non-excepted intrastate or excepted intrastate driving and prohibits the operation of
a commercial motor vehicle in interstate commerce.

607.18(8) Medical variance. The medical variance restriction (V, medical variance) applies to a
licensee when the department is notified pursuant to 49 CFR Section 383.73(o)(3) that the driver has
been issued a medical variance and indicates there is information about a medical variance on the CDLIS
driver record.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.189 and 321.191.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective
6/15/16; ARC 4586C, IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]

761—607.19 Reserved.

761—607.20(321) Commercial learner’s permit.
607.20(1) Validity.
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a. A commercial learner’s permit allows the permit holder to operate a commercial motor vehicle
when accompanied as required by Iowa Code section 321.180(2)“d.”

b. A commercial learner’s permit is valid for one year without retaking the general and
endorsement knowledge tests required by Iowa Code section 321.188.

c. A commercial learner’s permit is invalid after the expiration date of the underlying commercial
or noncommercial driver’s license issued to the permit holder or the expiration date of the permit
whichever occurs first.

d. The issuance of a commercial learner’s permit is a precondition to the initial issuance of a
commercial driver’s license. The issuance of a commercial learner’s permit is also a precondition to
the upgrade of a commercial driver’s license if the upgrade requires a skills test. If the permit holder
is subject to the requirement to complete entry-level driver training as provided in Iowa Code section
321.188, the permit holder shall complete the training after the permit holder obtains the commercial
learner’s permit, but before the permit holder takes the required skills test. The holder of a commercial
learner’s permit is not eligible to take a required driving skills test for the first 14 days after the permit
holder is issued the permit. The 14-day period includes the day the commercial learner’s permit was
issued.

EXAMPLE: The commercial learner’s permit is issued on September 1. The earliest date the permit
holder would be eligible to take the skills test is September 15.

e. A commercial learner’s permit is not valid for the operation of a vehicle transporting hazardous
materials.

607.20(2) Requirements.
a. An applicant for a commercial learner’s permit must hold a valid Class A, B, C, or D driver’s

license issued in this state that is not an instruction permit, a special instruction permit, a motorized
bicycle license or a temporary restricted license; must be at least 18 years of age; and must meet the
requirements to obtain a valid commercial driver’s license, including the requirements set forth in Iowa
Code section 321.188. However, the applicant does not have to complete the driving skills tests required
for a commercial driver’s license to obtain a commercial learner’s permit.

b. The applicant must successfully pass a general knowledge test that meets the federal standards
contained in 49 CFR Part 383, Subparts F, G and H, for the commercial motor vehicle the applicant
operates or expects to operate, including any endorsement for which the applicant applies.

607.20(3) Endorsements. A commercial learner’s permit may include the following endorsements.
All other endorsements are prohibited on a commercial learner’s permit.

a. An applicant for a passenger endorsement (P) must take and pass the passenger endorsement
knowledge test. A commercial learner’s permit holder with a passenger endorsement is prohibited
from operating a commercial motor vehicle carrying passengers, other than federal/state auditors and
inspectors, test examiners, other trainees, and the commercial driver’s license holder accompanying the
permit holder required by Iowa Code section 321.180(2)“d.”

b. An applicant for a school bus endorsement (S) must take and pass the school bus endorsement
knowledge test. A commercial learner’s permit holder with a school bus endorsement is prohibited
from operating a commercial motor vehicle carrying passengers, other than federal/state auditors and
inspectors, test examiners, other trainees, and the commercial driver’s license holder accompanying the
permit holder required by Iowa Code section 321.180(2)“d.”

c. An applicant for a tank vehicle endorsement (N) must take and pass the tank vehicle
endorsement knowledge test. A commercial learner’s permit holder with a tank vehicle endorsement
may only operate an empty tank vehicle and is prohibited from operating any tank vehicle that
previously contained hazardous materials that has not been purged of any residue.

607.20(4) Restrictions. A commercial learner’s permit may include the air brake (L), medical
variance (V), Class A passenger vehicle (M), Class A and B passenger vehicle (N) and intrastate only
(K) restrictions described in rule 761—607.18(321). In addition, a commercial learner’s permit may
include the following restrictions that are specific to the commercial learner’s permit:

a. Passenger. The passenger restriction (P, no passengers in CMV bus) applies to a permit holder
who has a commercial learner’s permit with a passenger or school bus endorsement and prohibits the
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operation of a commercial motor vehicle carrying passengers, other than federal/state auditors and
inspectors, test examiners, other trainees, and the commercial driver’s license holder accompanying the
permit holder required by Iowa Code section 321.180(2)“d.”

b. Cargo. The cargo restriction (X, no cargo in CMV tank vehicle) applies to a permit holder who
has a commercial learner’s permit with a tank vehicle endorsement and prohibits the operation of any
tank vehicle containing cargo or any tank vehicle that previously contained hazardous materials that has
not been purged of any residue.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.180, 321.186 and 321.188.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16;
ARC 3689C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]

761—607.21 to 607.24 Reserved.

761—607.25(321) Examination for a commercial driver’s license. In addition to the requirements of
761—Chapter 604, an applicant for a commercial driver’s license shall pass the knowledge and skills
tests as required in 49 CFR Part 383, Subparts G and H.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.186.

761—607.26(321) Vision screening. An applicant for a commercial driver’s license or commercial
learner’s permit must pass a vision screening test administered by the department. The vision standards
are given in 761—604.11(321).

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.186 and 321.186A.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16]

761—607.27(321) Knowledge tests.
607.27(1) General knowledge test. The general knowledge test for a commercial driver’s license is

a written test of topics such as vehicle inspection, operation, safety and control in accordance with 49
CFR Section 383.111.

607.27(2) Additional tests. In addition to the general knowledge test for a commercial driver’s
license, an additional knowledge test is required for each of the following:

a. Class A license for combination vehicle operation as required in 49 CFR Section 383.111.
b. Hazardous material endorsement as required in 49 CFR Section 383.121. The knowledge test

for a hazardousmaterial endorsement shall not be administered orally or in a language other than English.
c. Passenger vehicle endorsement as required in 49 CFR Section 383.117.
d. Tank vehicle endorsement as required in 49 CFR Section 383.119.
e. Double/triple trailer endorsement as required in 49 CFR Section 383.115.
f. School bus endorsement as required in 49 CFR Section 383.123. The applicant must also

qualify for a passenger vehicle endorsement.
g. Removal of the air brake restriction as required in 49 CFR Section 383.111.
607.27(3) Test methods. All knowledge tests shall be administered in compliance with 49 CFR

Section 383.133(b). All tests other than the hazardous material endorsement test may be administered in
written form, verbally, or in automated format and can be administered in a foreign language, provided
no interpreter is used in administering the test. A verbal test shall be offered only at specified locations.
Information about the locations is available at any driver’s license service center.

607.27(4) Waiver. A waiver of any knowledge test is permitted only as provided in Iowa Code
section 321.188(5) and this chapter. The burden of proof of having passed the hazardous material
endorsement test within the preceding 24 months rests with the applicant.

607.27(5) Military waiver. The department may waive the requirement that an applicant pass a
required knowledge test for an applicant who is a current or former military service member as defined
in 49 CFR Section 383.5. An applicant for a waiver of the knowledge test under this subrule shall
certify and provide evidence, as required by the department, that the following apply:

a. The applicant is regularly employed or was regularly employed within the past year in a military
position specifically designated in 49 CFR Section 383.77.
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b. The applicant is or was operating a vehicle representative of the commercial motor vehicle
the applicant operates or expects to operate immediately preceding honorable separation from military
service as evidenced by the applicant’s certificate of release or discharge from active duty, commonly
referred to as a DD form 214.

c. The applicant has not had more than one driver’s license, other than a military license.
d. The applicant has not had any driver’s license suspended, revoked, or canceled.
e. The applicant has not been convicted of an offense committed while operating any type ofmotor

vehicle that is listed as a disqualifying offense in 49 CFR Section 383.51(b).
f. The applicant has not had more than one conviction for an offense committed while operating

any type of motor vehicle that is listed as a serious traffic violation in 49 CFR Section 383.51(c).
g. The applicant has not had a conviction for violation of a military, state, or local law relating

to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation, arising in connection with any traffic
accident, and has no record of an accident in which the applicant was at fault.

607.27(6) Requirement. An applicant must pass the applicable knowledge test(s) before taking the
skills test. Passing scores for a knowledge test shall meet the standards contained in 49 CFR Section
383.135(a).

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.186 and 321.188.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective
6/15/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]

761—607.28(321) Skills test.
607.28(1) Content. The skills test for a commercial driver’s license is a three-part test as required in

49 CFR Part 383, Subparts E, G and H.
607.28(2) Test methods. All skills tests shall be administered in compliance with 49 CFR Section

383.133(c). Interpreters are prohibited during the administration of skills tests. Applicants must be able
to understand and respond to verbal commands and instructions in English by a skills test examiner.
Neither the applicant nor the examiner may communicate in a language other than English during the
skills test.

607.28(3) Order. The skills test must be administered and successfully completed in the following
order: pre-trip inspection, basic vehicle control skills, on-road skills. If an applicant fails one segment
of the skills test, the applicant cannot continue to the next segment of the test, and scores for the passed
segments of the test are only valid during initial issuance of the commercial learner’s permit.

607.28(4) Vehicle. The applicant shall provide a representative vehicle for the skills test.
“Representative vehicle” means a commercial motor vehicle that meets the statutory description for the
class of license applied for.

a. To obtain a passenger vehicle endorsement applicable to a specific vehicle class, the applicant
must take the skills test in a passenger vehicle, as defined in rule 761—607.3(321), satisfying the
requirements of that class, as required in 49 CFR Section 383.117.

b. To obtain a school bus endorsement, the applicant must qualify for a passenger vehicle
endorsement and take the skills test in a school bus, as defined in rule 761—607.3(321), in the same
vehicle class as the applicant will drive, as required in 49 CFR Section 383.123.

c. To obtain a tank endorsement, the applicant must take the skills test in a representative vehicle
for the class of license applied for, but the representative vehicle is not required to be a tank vehicle.

d. To remove an air brake or full air brake restriction, the applicant must take the skills test in a
vehicle equipped with an air brake system, as defined in rule 761—607.3(321) and as required in 49 CFR
Section 383.113.

e. To remove a manual transmission restriction, the applicant must take the on-road segment of
the skills test in a vehicle equipped with a manual transmission, as defined in rule 761—607.3(321).

607.28(5) Skills test scoring. Passing scores for a skills test shall meet the standards contained in 49
CFR Section 383.135(b).

607.28(6) Military waiver. The department may waive the requirement that an applicant pass a
required skills test for an applicant who is on active duty in the military service or who has separated
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from such service in the past year, provided the applicant meets the requirements of Iowa Code
subsection 321.188(6).

607.28(7) Locations. The skills test for a commercial driver’s license shall be given only at specified
locations where adequate testing facilities are available. An applicant may contact any driver’s license
service center for the location of the nearest skills testing center.

607.28(8) Fees. Fees authorized pursuant to Iowa Code sections 321.187A and 321M.6A will be
collected by the department or a county treasurer location offering commercial driver’s license skills
tests.

a. Except as provided in paragraph 607.28(8)“c,” the fee for an applicant to schedule the pre-trip
vehicle inspection segment of the skills test with the department is $25. No fees are due to the department
for scheduling the basic vehicle control skills or on-road skills segment of the test.

b. Except as provided in paragraph 607.28(8)“c,” the fee to schedule the pre-trip vehicle
inspection segment of the skills test with a county treasurer is $25. The fee for a county treasurer to
administer the basic vehicle control skills segment is $25, and the fee to administer the on-road skills
segment of the test is $25. However, if the applicant fails one segment of the driving skills test, no fee
shall be due for a subsequent segment of the test.

c. If the applicant is an employee or volunteer of a government agency as defined in Iowa Code
section 553.3, the following shall apply:

(1) The department shall not charge the pre-trip inspection scheduling fee under paragraph
607.28(8)“a.”

(2) A county treasurer may charge only the pre-trip inspection fee under paragraph 607.28(8)“b.”
(3) An applicant must provide the department or county treasurer with reasonable proof that the

applicant is an employee or volunteer of a qualifying government agency and that a commercial driver’s
license is necessary for the applicant’s employment or volunteer duties. Reasonable proof shall be
provided on Form 430311. Alternatively, if the applicant is seeking a skills test from a county treasurer,
reasonable proof may include payment of the pre-trip inspection fee by a government agency on behalf
of the applicant.

d. If an applicant fails to appear for the pre-trip inspection segment of the skills test, the
appointment shall be canceled and no other applicable fees are due.

e. Except as provided in paragraph 607.28(8)“g,” new fees will apply if an applicant schedules a
new skills test appointment.

f. The department or a county treasurer may collect any fees due and owed for the skills test at
the same time any fees are collected as part of the commercial driver’s license issuance transaction.

g. Any fees collected under this subrule are nonrefundable. However, nothing in this paragraph
shall be construed as preventing the department or a county treasurer from transferring a fee charged for
a pre-trip inspection to a new pre-trip inspection if rescheduling the appointment is determined necessary
or appropriate as determined by the department or county treasurer upon a showing of good cause.

h. A skills test fee charged under this subrule that remains unpaid may be collected at the person’s
next driver’s license renewal or replacement.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.186, 321.187A, 321.188 and 321M.6A.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective
6/15/16; ARC 3689C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 5547C, IAB 4/7/21,
effective 5/12/21; ARC 6168C, IAB 2/9/22, effective 3/16/22]

761—607.29(321) Waiver of skills test. Rescinded IAB 6/23/93, effective 7/28/93.

761—607.30(321) Third-party testing.
607.30(1) Purpose and definitions. The knowledge tests required by rule 761—607.27(321) and the

skills test required by rule 761—607.28(321) may be administered by third-party testers and third-party
test examiners approved and certified by the department. For the purpose of administering third-party
testing and this rule, the following definitions shall apply:

“Community college” means an Iowa community college established under Iowa Code chapter
260C.
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“Iowa-based motor carrier” means a motor carrier or its subsidiary that has its principal place of
business in the state of Iowa and operates a permanent commercial driver training facility in the state of
Iowa.

“Iowa nonprofit corporation” means a nonprofit corporation that serves as a trade association for
Iowa-based motor carriers.

“Knowledge test” means the knowledge tests required by rule 761—607.27(321).
“Motor carrier” means the same as defined in 49 CFR Section 390.5.
“Permanent commercial driver training facility” means a facility dedicated to a program of

commercial driving instruction that is offered to employees or potential employees of the motor
carrier as incident to the motor carrier’s commercial operations, that requires at least 40 hours of
instruction, and that includes fixed and permanent structures and facilities for the off-road portions
of commercial driving instruction, including classroom, pretrip inspection, and basic vehicle control
skills. A permanent commercial driver training facility must include a fixed and paved or otherwise
hard-surfaced area for basic vehicle control skills testing that is permanently marked and capable of
inspection and measurement by the department.

“Public transit system” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 324A.1.
“Regional transit system” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 324A.1.
“Skills test” means the skills test required by rule 761—607.28(321).
“Subsidiary” means a company that is partly or wholly owned by a motor carrier that holds a

controlling interest in the subsidiary company.
“Third-party test examiner” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 321.187 as amended

by 2022 Iowa Acts, Senate File 2337.
“Third-party tester” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 321.187 as amended by 2022

Iowa Acts, Senate File 2337.
607.30(2) Certification of third-party testers.
a. The department may certify as a third-party tester a community college, Iowa-based motor

carrier, Iowa nonprofit corporation, public transit system or regional transit system to administer
knowledge tests and skills tests. A community college, Iowa-based motor carrier, Iowa nonprofit
corporation, public transit system or regional transit system that seeks certification as a third-party tester
shall contact the motor vehicle division and schedule a review of the proposed testing program, which
shall include the proposed testing courses and facilities, information sufficient to identify all proposed
third-party test examiners, and any other information necessary to demonstrate compliance with 49
CFR Parts 383 and 384 applicable to knowledge and skills testing.

b. No community college, Iowa-based motor carrier, Iowa nonprofit corporation, public transit
system or regional transit system shall be certified to conduct third-party testing unless and until the
community college, Iowa-based motor carrier, Iowa nonprofit corporation, public transit system or
regional transit system enters an agreement with the department that meets the requirements of 49 CFR
Section 383.75 and demonstrates sufficient ability to conduct knowledge and skills tests in a manner
that consistently meets the requirements of 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384 applicable to knowledge and
skills testing.

c. The department shall issue a certified third-party tester a certificate of authority that identifies
the classes and types of vehicles for which knowledge and skills tests may be administered. The
certificate shall be valid for the duration of the agreement executed pursuant to paragraph 607.30(2)“b,”
unless revoked by the department for engaging in fraudulent activities related to conducting knowledge
and skills tests or failing to comply with the requirements, qualifications, and standards of this chapter,
the agreement, or 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384 applicable to knowledge and skills testing.

607.30(3) Certification of third-party test examiners.
a. A certified third-party tester shall not employ or otherwise use as a third-party test examiner

a person who has not been approved and certified by the department to administer knowledge or skills
tests. Each certified third-party tester shall submit for approval the names of all proposed third-party
test examiners to the department. The department shall not approve as a third-party test examiner a
person who does not meet the requirements, qualifications, and standards of 49 CFR Parts 383 and
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384 applicable to knowledge and skills testing, including but not limited to all required training and
examination and a nationwide criminal background check. The criteria for passing the nationwide
criminal background check shall include no felony convictions within the last ten years and no
convictions involving fraudulent activities.

b. The department shall issue a certificate of authority for each person certified as a third-party test
examiner that identifies the certified third-party tester for which the person will administer knowledge or
skills tests and the classes and types of vehicles for which the person may administer knowledge or skills
tests. The certificate shall be valid for a period of four years from the date of issuance of the certificate.

c. The department shall revoke the certificate of authority for a third-party test examiner to
administer skills tests if the person holding the certificate does not administer skills tests to at least ten
different applicants per calendar year; does not successfully complete the refresher training required
by 49 CFR Section 384.228 every four years; is involved in fraudulent activities related to conducting
knowledge or skills tests; or otherwise fails to comply with and meet the requirements, qualifications
and standards of this chapter or 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384 applicable to skills testing. Notwithstanding
anything in this paragraph to the contrary, as provided in 49 CFR Section 383.75, if the person does
not administer skills tests to at least ten different applicants per calendar year, the certificate will
not be revoked for that reason if the person provides proof of completion of the examiner refresher
training in 49 CFR Section 384.228 to the department or successfully completes one skills test under
the observation of a department examiner.

d. The department shall revoke the certificate of authority for a third-party test examiner to
administer knowledge tests if the person holding the certificate does not successfully complete the
refresher training required by 49 CFR Section 384.228 every four years, is involved in fraudulent
activities related to conducting knowledge or skills tests or otherwise fails to comply with and meet
the requirements, qualifications and standards of this chapter or 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384 applicable
to knowledge testing.

e. A third-party test examiner certified by the department to administer skills tests who is also a
skills instructor shall not administer a skills test to an applicant who received skills training from that
third-party test examiner.

f. A third-party test examiner may only administer CDL tests for the examiner’s primary
employer, unless authorized by the department to administer CDL tests for another county or third-party
tester.

607.30(4) Bond. As a condition of certification in accordance with 49 CFR Section 383.75, a
third-party tester that is not a government agency as defined in Iowa Code section 553.3 must maintain
a bond in the amount of $50,000 to pay for the retesting of drivers in the event that the third-party
tester or one or more of its third-party test examiners are involved in fraudulent activities related to
conducting tests of CDL applicants.

607.30(5) Limitation applicable to Iowa-based motor carriers. An Iowa-based motor carrier
certified as a third-party tester may only administer the knowledge or skills test to persons who are
enrolled in the Iowa-based motor carrier’s commercial driving instruction program and shall not
administer knowledge or skills tests to persons who are not enrolled in that program.

607.30(6) Training and refresher training for third-party test examiners. All training and refresher
training required under this rule shall be provided by the department, in form and content that meet
the recommendations of the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators’ International
Third-Party Examiner/Tester Certification Program.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.187 as amended by 2022 Iowa Acts,
Senate File 2337, section 1.
[ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 6168C, IAB 2/9/22, effective
3/16/22; ARC 6706C, IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]

761—607.31(321) Test results.
607.31(1) Period of validity. Passing knowledge and skills test results shall remain valid for a period

of one year.
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607.31(2) Retesting. Subject to rule 761—607.28(321), an applicant shall be required to repeat only
the knowledge test(s) or part(s) of the skills test that the applicant failed. An applicant who fails a test
shall not be permitted to repeat that test the same day. An applicant may be required to repeat a test if
the department determines the test was improperly administered.

607.31(3) Skills test results from other states. As required by 49 CFR Section 383.79, the department
shall accept the valid results of a skills test administered to an applicant who is domiciled in the state
of Iowa and that was administered by another state, in accordance with 49 CFR Part 383, Subparts F, G
and H, in fulfillment of the applicant’s testing requirements under 49 CFR Section 383.71 and the state’s
test administration requirements under 49 CFR Section 383.73. The results must be transmitted directly
from the testing state to the department as required by 49 CFR Section 383.79.

607.31(4) Knowledge and skills test results from certified third-party testers. A third-party tester
certified under rule 761—607.30(321) shall transmit the test results of tests administered by the
third-party tester through secure electronic means determined by the department. The department may
retest any person who has passed a knowledge or skills test administered by a certified third-party tester
if it appears to the department that the knowledge or skills test administered by the third-party tester was
administered fraudulently or improperly, and as needed to meet the third-party test examiner oversight
requirements of 49 CFR Parts 383 and 384 applicable to knowledge and skills testing.

607.31(5) Downgrade or cancellation when retesting is required.
a. When retesting is required under subrule 607.31(2) or 607.31(4), the department shall notify

the person of the requirement to retake the applicable knowledge or skills test.
b. If the person fails to contact the department within 30 days after receipt of the notice, fails to

appear for a scheduled retest, or fails the knowledge or skills test, the department shall, in accordance
with the authority in 49 CFR Section 383.5 and Iowa Code section 321.201, take one of the following
actions:

(1) Downgrade the person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit if the
person held valid noncommercial driving privileges prior to obtaining the license or permit.

(2) Cancel the person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit pursuant to
761—subrule 615.7(3) if the applicant did not hold valid noncommercial driving privileges prior to
obtaining the license or permit.

c. When a person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit has been
downgraded or canceled under this subrule, the person must comply with all applicable retesting
requirements in order to regain the license or permit, in addition to any other applicable requirements
for licensure.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.180, 321.186, 321.187 as amended by
2022 Iowa Acts, Senate File 2337, section 1, 321.188 and 321.201.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective
6/15/16; ARC 3689C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 6307C, IAB 5/4/22,
effective 6/8/22; ARC 6706C, IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]

761—607.32(321) Knowledge and skills testing of nondomiciled military personnel.
607.32(1) Role of state of duty station. The department may accept an application for a CLP or

CDL, including an application for waiver of the knowledge test as provided in subrule 607.27(5), if
the applicant is an active duty military service member stationed, but not domiciled, in Iowa, and
the department has an agreement to accept such applications with the applicant’s state of domicile as
provided in 49 CFR Section 383.79.

a. The applicant shall certify and provide evidence that the following apply:
(1) The applicant is regularly employed or was regularly employed within the past year in a military

position requiring operation of a commercial motor vehicle.
(2) The applicant has a valid driver’s license from the applicant’s state of domicile.
(3) The applicant has a valid active duty military identification card.
(4) The applicant has a current copy of either the applicant’s military leave and earnings statement

or the applicant’s orders.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.28.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.30.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.31.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.31.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.201.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.615.7.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2017/321.180.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.186.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.187.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.201.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3689C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6307C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6706C.pdf


Ch 607, p.14 Transportation[761] IAC 11/29/23

b. If the applicant meets the requirements of paragraph 607.32(1)“a” and the department has an
agreement with the applicant’s state of domicile as provided in this subrule, the department may do either
of the following:

(1) Administer the knowledge and skills tests to the applicant as appropriate in accordance with 49
CFR Part 383, Subparts F, G, and H, if the state of domicile requires those tests; or

(2) Waive the knowledge and skills tests in accordancewith 49 CFR Section 383.77 and this chapter
if the state of domicile also permits waiver of the knowledge and skills test.

c. The department may destroy the applicant’s driver’s license on behalf of the state of domicile
unless the state of domicile requires the driver’s license to be surrendered to the state of domicile’s
driver’s licensing agency.

607.32(2) Electronic transmission of application and test results. The department shall transmit to
the state of domicile the applicant’s application, any supporting documents and the results of any skills
or knowledge tests administered as provided under this rule.

607.32(3) Role of state of domicile. If the department has an agreement with the applicant’s state
of duty station, upon completion of the applicant’s application pursuant to 49 CFR Section 383.71 and
any testing administered by the applicant’s state of duty station pursuant to 49 CFR Sections 383.71 and
383.73, the department may do all of the following:

a. Accept the completed application, any supporting documents, and the results of the knowledge
and skills tests administered by the applicant’s state of duty station.

b. Issue the applicant a CLP or CDL.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.180, 321.186, 321.187, and 321.188 and

49 CFR Part 383.
[ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]

761—607.33 and 607.34 Reserved.

761—607.35(321) Issuance of commercial driver’s license and commercial learner’s permit. A
commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit issued by the department shall include the
information and markings required by Iowa Code section 321.189(2)“b.”

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.189.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16]

761—607.36(321) Conversion to commercial driver’s license. Rescinded IAB 6/23/93, effective
7/28/93.

761—607.37(321) Commercial driver’s license renewal. The department shall administer commercial
driver’s license renewals as required by 49 CFR Section 383.73.

607.37(1) Licensee requirements. To renew a commercial driver’s license, the licensee shall apply
at a driver’s license service center and complete the following requirements:

a. The licensee shall make a written self-certification of type of driving as required by rule
761—607.50(321) and, if required, provide a current medical examiner’s certificate unless the person’s
medical examiner’s certificate is provided to the department electronically by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration.

b. If the licensee has and wishes to retain a hazardous material endorsement, the licensee shall pass
the test required in 49 CFR Section 383.121 and comply with the Transportation Security Administration
security threat assessment standards specified in 49 CFR Sections 383.71(b)(8) and 383.141 for such
endorsement. A lawful permanent resident of the United States must also provide the licensee’s U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services alien registration number.

c. The licensee shall provide proof of citizenship or lawful permanent residency and state of
domicile as required by rule 761—607.15(321) and 49 CFR 383.73(d)(7). Proof of citizenship or lawful
permanent residency is not required if the licensee provided such proof at initial issuance or a previous
renewal or upgrade of the license and the department has a notation on the licensee’s record confirming
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that the required proof of legal citizenship or legal presence check was made and the date on which it
was made.

d. If the licensee is domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction and renewing a non-domiciled commercial
driver’s license, the licensee must provide a document required by 49 CFR 383.71(f) at each renewal.

607.37(2) Early renewal. A valid commercial driver’s license may be renewed 90 days before the
expiration date. If this is impractical, the department for good cause may renew a license earlier, not
to exceed 364 days prior to the expiration date. The department may allow renewal earlier than 364
days prior to the expiration date for active military personnel being deployed due to actual or potential
military conflict.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.186, 321.188 and 321.196.
[ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16;
ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 5547C, IAB 4/7/21, effective 5/12/21]

761—607.38(321) Transfers from another state. Upon initial application for an Iowa license, an Iowa
resident who has a valid commercial driver’s license from a former state of residence is not required
to retest except as specified in Iowa Code subsection 321.188(5) but is required to pay the applicable
endorsement and restriction removal fees.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.188 and 321.191.

761—607.39(321) Disqualification.
607.39(1) Date. A disqualifying act, action or offense under Iowa Code section 321.208, that

occurred before July 1, 1990, shall not be grounds for disqualification from operating a commercial
motor vehicle.

607.39(2) Notice. A 30-day advance notice of disqualification shall be served by the department in
accordance with rule 761—615.37(321). Pursuant to Iowa Code subsection 321.208(12), a peace officer
on behalf of the department may serve the notice of disqualification immediately.

607.39(3) Hearing and appeal process. A person who has received a notice of disqualification may
contest the disqualification in accordance with 761—615.38(17A,321).

607.39(4) Reduction of lifetime disqualification.
a. As permitted by 49 CFR Section 383.51, a person subject to lifetime disqualification of the

person’s commercial driving privileges may apply to the department for reinstatement. The approval is
subject to the discretion of the department and subject to the following requirements:

(1) The request may not be made prior to ten years from the effective date of the lifetime
disqualification.

(2) The person must submit the request in a manner prescribed by the department.
(3) If the driving record contains alcohol-related or drug-related offenses that resulted in the

lifetime disqualification, the person must have completed an alcohol or drug evaluation and have
completed any recommended treatment which meets or exceeds the minimum standards approved by
the Iowa department of health and human services. Evidence of a completed evaluation and treatment
must be on file with the department or submitted with the application for reinstatement.

(4) Within the ten years preceding the request, the person must not have any of the following
moving violation convictions:

1. A drug or alcohol offense.
2. Leaving the scene of an accident.
3. A felony involving the use of any motor vehicle.
4. Any moving violation while operating a commercial motor vehicle.
(5) The department may request, and the person shall provide, any additional information or

documentation necessary to determine the person’s eligibility for reinstatement or general fitness for
licensure.

b. If the department finds the person is eligible for reinstatement under this subrule, the person
shall do all of the following prior to reinstatement:

(1) Pay all outstanding reinstatement fees.
(2) Meet all outstanding reinstatement requirements.
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(3) Pass the required knowledge, vision, and skills tests as specified in Iowa Code section 321.188.
(4) Complete any other courses or requirements as required by the director.
c. As provided in 49 CFR Section 383.51(a)(6), a person who has previously had the person’s

commercial driving privileges reinstated pursuant to this subrule shall not be eligible to apply for
reinstatement following conviction of a subsequent disqualifying offense.

d. If the department determines the person is not eligible for reinstatement as provided in this
subrule, the department shall send notice by first-class mail to the person’s mailing address as shown on
departmental records that the lifetime disqualification remains in effect.

607.39(5) Fraud related to testing and issuance.
a. As required by 49 CFR Section 383.73(k) and Iowa Code section 321.201(2)“b,” the

department shall disqualify the commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit of a person
convicted or suspected of fraud related to the testing for or issuance of a commercial driver’s license
or commercial learner’s permit.

b. Upon receipt of a person’s conviction of fraud related to the issuance of the commercial driver’s
license or commercial learner’s permit, the department shall disqualify the person’s commercial driver’s
license or commercial learner’s permit for one year.

c. Upon receipt of credible evidence that a person is suspected of committing fraud relating to
the issuance of a commercial driver’s license or a commercial learner’s permit, the department shall
notify the person of the requirement to retake the applicable knowledge or skills test. Within 30 days
of receiving notice from the department, the person is required to contact the department to retake the
knowledge or skills test. If the person fails to contact the department within 30 days after the notice, or
the person fails the knowledge or skills test, or does not take the test, the department shall disqualify the
person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit.

d. Once a person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit has been
disqualified, the person must reapply following the usual procedures as provided in Iowa Code section
321.188 and this chapter.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 17A and section 321.208.
[ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; Editorial change: IAC Supplement
11/29/23]

761—607.40(321) Sanctions. When a person’s motor vehicle license is denied, canceled, suspended,
revoked or barred, the person is also disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.208.

761—607.41 to 607.44 Reserved.

761—607.45(321) Reinstatement. To reinstate a commercial driver’s license after completion of a
period of disqualification, a person shall appear at a driver’s license service center. The person must
also meet the vision standards for licensing, pass the applicable knowledge test(s) and the skills test,
and pay the required reinstatement fee and the fees for a new license.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.191 and 321.208.
[ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]

761—607.46 to 607.48 Reserved.

761—607.49(321) Restricted commercial driver’s license.
607.49(1) Scope. This rule pertains to the issuance of restricted commercial driver’s licenses to

suppliers or employees of suppliers of agricultural inputs. Issuance is permitted by 49 CFR 383.3(f).
A restricted commercial driver’s license shall meet all requirements of a regular commercial driver’s
license, as set out in Iowa Code chapter 321 and this chapter of rules, except as specified in this rule.

607.49(2) Agricultural inputs. The term “agricultural inputs” means suppliers or applicators of
agricultural chemicals, fertilizer, seed or animal feeds.

607.49(3) Validity.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.201.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.188.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/17A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.191.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.208.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/321.pdf
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a. A restricted commercial driver’s license allows the licensee to drive a commercial motor vehicle
for agricultural input purposes. The license is valid to:

(1) Operate Group B and Group C commercial motor vehicles including tank vehicles and vehicles
equipped with air brakes, except passenger vehicles.

(2) Transport the hazardous materials listed in paragraph 607.49(3)“b.”
(3) Operate only during the current, validated seasonal period.
(4) Operate between the employer’s place of business and the farm currently being served, not to

exceed 150 miles.
b. A restricted commercial driver’s license is not valid for transporting hazardous materials

requiring placarding, except as follows:
(1) Liquid fertilizers such as anhydrous ammonia may be transported in vehicles or implements of

husbandry with total capacities of 3,000 gallons or less.
(2) Solid fertilizers such as ammonium nitrate may be transported provided they are not mixed with

any organic substance.
(3) A hazardous material endorsement is not needed to transport the products listed in the preceding

subparagraphs.
c. When not driving for agricultural input purposes, the license is valid for operating a

noncommercial motor vehicle that may be legally operated under the noncommercial license held by
the licensee.

607.49(4) Requirements.
a. The applicantmust have two years of previous driving experience. Thismeans that the applicant

must have held a license that permits unaccompanied driving for at least two years. This does not include
a motorized bicycle license, a minor’s school license or a minor’s restricted license.

b. The applicant must have a good driving record for the most recent two-year period, as defined
in subrule 607.49(5).

c. An applicant who currently holds an unrestricted commercial driver’s license is not eligible for
issuance of a restricted commercial driver’s license.

607.49(5) Good driving record. A “good driving record” means a driving record showing:
a. No multiple licenses.
b. No driver’s license suspensions, revocations, disqualifications, denials, bars, or cancellations

of any kind.
c. No convictions in any type of motor vehicle for:
(1) Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
(2) Leaving the scene of an accident.
(3) Committing any felony involving a motor vehicle.
(4) Speeding 15 miles per hour or more over the posted speed limit.
(5) Reckless driving, drag racing, or eluding or attempting to elude a law enforcement officer.
(6) Improper or erratic lane changes.
(7) Following too closely.
(8) A moving violation that contributed to a motor vehicle accident.
(9) A violation deemed serious under rule 761—615.17(321).
d. No record of contributive accidents, as defined in rule 761—615.1(321).
607.49(6) Issuance.
a. The knowledge and skills tests described in rules 761—607.27(321) and 761—607.28(321) are

waived.
b. A restricted commercial driver’s license shall be coded with restriction “W” on the face of the

driver’s license, with the restriction explained in text on the back of the driver’s license. In addition, the
license shall be issued with a restriction stating the license’s period of validity.

c. The expiration date for a restricted commercial driver’s license that is converted to this license
from another Iowa license shall carry the same expiration date as the previous license.

d. A restricted commercial driver’s licensemay be renewed for the period of time specified in Iowa
Code section 321.196. The licensee’s good driving record shall be confirmed at the time of renewal.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.49.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.49.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.615.17.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.615.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.27.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.28.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.196.pdf
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e. The fee for a restricted commercial driver’s license shall be as specified in Iowa Code section
321.191.

f. On or after January 1, 2023, a licensee may have up to three individual periods of validity for
a restricted commercial driver’s license, provided the cumulative period of validity for all individual
periods does not exceed 210 days in any calendar year. An individual period of validity may be 70, 105,
or 210 consecutive days, at the election of the licensee. A licensee may add 35 days to an individual
period of validity by applying for an extension, subject to the 210-day cumulative maximum period of
validity. A request for extension must be made no later than the date of expiration of the individual
period of validity for which an extension is requested; a request for extension made after that date shall
be treated as a request for a new individual period of validity. An extension shall be calculated from the
date of expiration of the individual period of validity for which an extension is requested. Any period
of validity authorized previously by another state’s license shall be considered a part of the 210-day
cumulative maximum period of validity.

g. A restricted commercial driver’s license must be validated for commercial motor vehicle
operation for each individual period of validity. This means that the applicant/licensee must have the
person’s good driving record confirmed at each application for an individual period of validity. Upon
confirmation, the department shall issue a replacement license with a restriction validating the license
for that individual period of validity, provided the person is otherwise eligible for the license. The fee
for a replacement license shall be as specified in Iowa Code section 321.195.

h. The same process must be repeated for each individual period of validity within a calendar year.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.176B.

[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16;
ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20; ARC 6970C, IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

761—607.50(321) Self-certification of type of driving and submission of medical examiner’s
certificate.

607.50(1) Applicants for commercial learner’s permit, restricted CDL, or new, transferred, renewed
or upgraded CDL.

a. A person shall provide to the department a self-certification of type of driving if the person is
applying for:

(1) A commercial learner’s permit,
(2) An initial commercial driver’s license,
(3) A transfer of a commercial driver’s license from a prior state of domicile to the state of Iowa,
(4) Renewal of a commercial driver’s license,
(5) A license upgrade for a commercial driver’s license or an endorsement authorizing the operation

of a commercial motor vehicle not covered by the current commercial driver’s license, or
(6) A restricted commercial driver’s license.
b. The self-certification shall be on a form or in a format, which may be electronic, as provided

by the department.
607.50(2) Submission of medical examiner’s certificate by persons certifying to non-excepted

interstate driving. Every person who self-certifies to non-excepted interstate driving must give the
department a copy of the person’s current medical examiner’s certificate, unless the person’s medical
examiner’s certificate is provided to the department electronically by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration. The department shall not issue, transfer, renew, or upgrade a license until
the department receives a medical examiner’s certificate that complies with the requirements of this
subrule, or unless the person changes the person’s self-certification of type of driving to a type other
than non-excepted interstate driving. When the department receives a current medical examiner’s
certificate, the department shall post a medical certification status of “certified” on the person’s CDLIS
driver’s record. A person who self-certifies to a type of driving other than non-excepted interstate shall
have no medical certification status on the CDLIS driver’s record.

607.50(3) Maintaining certified status. To maintain a medical certification status of “certified,” a
person who self-certifies to non-excepted interstate driving must give the department a copy of each

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.191.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.195.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.176B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2071C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2337C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6970C.pdf
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subsequently issued medical examiner’s certificate valid for the person unless the person’s medical
examiner’s certificate is provided to the department electronically by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.

607.50(4) CDL downgrade. If the medical examiner’s certificate or medical variance for a person
self-certifying to non-excepted interstate driving expires or if the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration notifies the department that the person’s medical variance was removed or rescinded,
the department shall post a medical certification status of “not certified” to the person’s CDLIS driver’s
record and shall initiate a downgrade of the person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial
learner’s permit. The medical examiner’s certificate of a person who fails to maintain a medical
certification status of “certified” as required by subrule 607.50(3) shall be deemed to be expired on the
date of expiration of the last medical examiner’s certificate filed for the person as shown by the person’s
CDLIS driver’s record. The downgrade will be initiated and completed as follows:

a. The department shall give the person written notice that the person’s medical certification status
is “not certified” and that the commercial motor vehicle privileges will be removed from the person’s
commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit 60 days after the date the medical examiner’s
certificate or medical variance expired or the medical variance was removed or rescinded unless the
department receives a current medical certificate or medical variance or the person self-certifies to a type
of driving other than non-excepted interstate.

b. If the department receives a current medical examiner’s certificate or medical variance before
the end of the 60-day period, the department shall post a medical certification status of “certified” on the
person’s CDLIS driver’s record and shall terminate the downgrade of the person’s commercial driver’s
license or commercial learner’s permit.

c. If the person self-certifies to a type of driving other than non-excepted interstate before the end
of the 60-day period, the department shall not remove the commercial motor vehicle privileges from
the person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit, and the person will have no
medical certification status on the person’s CDLIS driver’s record.

d. If the requirements in either paragraph 607.50(4)“b” or “c” are not met before the end of the
60-day period, the department shall remove the commercial motor vehicle privileges from the person’s
commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit and shall leave the person’s medical
certification status as “not certified” on the person’s CDLIS driver’s record.

607.50(5) Establishment or reestablishment of “certified” status. A person who has no medical
certification status or whose medical certification status has been posted as “not certified” on the person’s
CDLIS driver’s record may have the person’s status established or reestablished as “certified” if the
department receives a current medical examiner’s certificate or medical variance. A person who has
failed to self-certify to a type of driving or has self-certified to a type of driving other than non-excepted
interstate must also make a self-certification of type of driving to non-excepted interstate driving. The
department shall then post a medical certification status of “certified” on the person’s CDLIS driver’s
record.

607.50(6) Reestablishment of the CDL privilege. A person whose commercial motor vehicle
privileges have been removed from the person’s commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s
permit under the provisions of paragraph 607.50(4)“d” may have the person’s commercial motor
vehicle privileges reestablished if either of the following occurs:

a. The department receives the person’s current medical examiner’s certificate or medical
variance. A person who has failed to self-certify to a type of driving must also make an initial
self-certification of type of driving to non-excepted interstate driving. The department shall then post
a medical certification status of “certified” on the person’s CDLIS driver’s record and reestablish
the commercial motor vehicle privileges, provided that the person otherwise remains eligible for a
commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit.

b. The person self-certifies to a type of driving other than non-excepted interstate. The department
shall then reestablish the commercial motor vehicle privileges, provided that the person otherwise
remains eligible for a commercial driver’s license or commercial learner’s permit; the person will have
no medical certification status on the driver’s CDLIS driver’s record.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.50.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.50.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.50.pdf
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607.50(7) Change of type of driving. A person may change the person’s self-certification of type
of driving at any time. As required by subrule 607.50(2), the department must receive a copy of the
person’s current medical examiner’s certificate prepared by a medical examiner for a person certifying
to non-excepted interstate driving.

607.50(8) Record keeping. The department shall comply with the medical record-keeping
requirements set forth in 49 CFR Section 383.73.

607.50(9) Medical examiner’s certificate conflict. As required by 49 CFR Sections 383.71 and
383.73, in the event of a conflict between the medical certification information provided electronically
by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and a paper copy of the medical examiner’s
certificate, the medical certification information provided electronically by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration shall supersede.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.182, 321.188 and 321.207.
[ARC 9954B, IAB 1/11/12, effective 1/30/12; ARC 0031C, IAB 3/7/12, effective 4/11/12; ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective
7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16; ARC 4986C, IAB 3/11/20,
effective 4/15/20; ARC 5547C, IAB 4/7/21, effective 5/12/21]

761—607.51(321) Determination of gross vehicle weight rating.
607.51(1) Actual weight prohibited. In determining whether the vehicle is a representative vehicle

for the skills test and the group of commercial driver’s license for which the applicant is applying, the
vehicle’s gross weight rating or gross combination weight rating must be used, not the vehicle’s actual
gross weight or gross combination weight. For purposes of this rule, “gross weight rating” and “gross
combination weight rating” mean as defined in 49 CFR Section 383.5.

607.51(2) Vehicle without legible manufacturer’s certification label. To complete a skills test
using a vehicle that has no legible manufacturer’s certification label, whether a power unit or towed
vehicle, the applicant must provide documentation of the vehicle’s gross vehicle weight rating, such
as a manufacturer’s certificate of origin, a title, or the vehicle identification number information for
the vehicle. In the absence of such documentation, the vehicle may not be used, either alone or in
combination.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 321.1.
[ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15; ARC 2337C, IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16; ARC 2530C, IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16]

[Filed emergency 10/24/90—published 11/14/90, effective 10/24/90]
[Filed emergency 1/10/91—published 2/6/91, effective 1/10/91]

[Filed 5/9/91, Notices 11/14/90, 2/20/91—published 5/29/91, effective 7/3/91]
[Filed 5/27/93, Notice 3/17/93—published 6/23/93, effective 7/28/93]
[Filed 1/11/95, Notice 11/23/94—published 2/1/95, effective 3/8/95]

[Filed 11/1/95, Notice 9/27/95—published 11/22/95, effective 12/27/95]
[Filed 10/30/96, Notice 9/25/96—published 11/20/96, effective 12/25/96]
[Filed 6/19/02, Notice 4/17/02—published 7/10/02, effective 8/14/02]
[Filed emergency 3/21/03—published 4/16/03, effective 3/21/03]

[Filed emergency 6/15/05 after Notice 5/11/05—published 7/6/05, effective 7/1/05]
[Filed 10/11/06, Notice 8/30/06—published 11/8/06, effective 12/13/06]
[Filed 12/12/07, Notice 11/7/07—published 1/2/08, effective 2/6/08]

[Filed ARC 7902B (Notice ARC 7721B, IAB 4/22/09), IAB 7/1/09, effective 8/5/09]
[Filed Emergency ARC 9954B, IAB 1/11/12, effective 1/30/12]

[Filed ARC 0031C (Notice ARC 9955B, IAB 1/11/12), IAB 3/7/12, effective 4/11/12]
[Filed ARC 1714C (Notice ARC 1601C, IAB 9/3/14), IAB 11/12/14, effective 12/17/14]

[Filed Emergency ARC 2071C, IAB 8/5/15, effective 7/14/15]
[Filed ARC 2337C (Notice ARC 2070C, IAB 8/5/15), IAB 1/6/16, effective 2/10/16]
[Filed ARC 2530C (Notice ARC 2451C, IAB 3/16/16), IAB 5/11/16, effective 6/15/16]
[Filed ARC 2986C (Notice ARC 2878C, IAB 1/4/17), IAB 3/15/17, effective 4/19/17]
[Filed ARC 3689C (Notice ARC 3532C, IAB 1/3/18), IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]
[Filed ARC 3840C (Notice ARC 3700C, IAB 3/28/18), IAB 6/6/18, effective 7/11/18]
[Filed ARC 4401C (Notice ARC 4256C, IAB 1/30/19), IAB 4/10/19, effective 5/15/19]
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2530C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2451C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2986C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/2878C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3689C.pdf
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4401C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/4256C.pdf


IAC 11/29/23 Transportation[761] Ch 607, p.21

[Filed ARC 4586C (Notice ARC 4476C, IAB 6/5/19), IAB 7/31/19, effective 9/4/19]
[Filed ARC 4986C (Notice ARC 4836C, IAB 1/1/20), IAB 3/11/20, effective 4/15/20]
[Filed ARC 5018C (Notice ARC 4895C, IAB 2/12/20), IAB 4/8/20, effective 5/13/20]
[Filed ARC 5495C (Notice ARC 5384C, IAB 1/13/21), IAB 3/10/21, effective 4/14/21]
[Filed ARC 5547C (Notice ARC 5411C, IAB 2/10/21), IAB 4/7/21, effective 5/12/21]
[Filed ARC 5942C (Notice ARC 5804C, IAB 7/28/21), IAB 10/6/21, effective 11/10/21]
[Filed ARC 6168C (Notice ARC 6065C, IAB 12/1/21), IAB 2/9/22, effective 3/16/22]
[Filed ARC 6307C (Notice ARC 6207C, IAB 2/23/22), IAB 5/4/22, effective 6/8/22]
[Filed ARC 6706C (Notice ARC 6519C, IAB 9/21/22), IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]
[Filed ARC 6970C (Notice ARC 6822C, IAB 1/11/23), IAB 4/5/23, effective 5/10/23]

[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 7/26/23]
[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/5804C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6168C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6065C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6307C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6207C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6706C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6519C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6970C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6822C.pdf
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CHAPTER 910
COORDINATION OF PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICES

[Prior to 6/3/87, Transportation Department [820]—(09,A)Ch 2]

761—910.1(324A) Definitions. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply in
addition to the definitions in Iowa Code section 324A.1:

“Council” means the statewide transportation coordination advisory council formed in rule
910.3(324A).

“Department”means the state department of transportation. The department’s modal transportation
bureau administers Iowa Code chapter 324A.

“Emergency transportation” means transportation provided when life, health or safety is in danger,
such as ambulance or law enforcement transportation.

“Incidental transportation”means the provision of transit rides when existing public transportation
services cannot meet demand. Allowable charter service and meal deliveries are examples of incidental
transportation.

“Provider”means any recipient of direct or indirect, state, federal or local funds, including a public
transit system, that provides or contracts for public transit services.

“Public school transportation” means passenger transportation provided by or for a legally
organized Iowa public school district for school district purposes.

“Public transit service”means any publicly funded passenger transportation for the general public or
for specific client groups not including exclusive public school transportation, emergency transportation
or incidental transportation or transportation provided by the department of health and human services
or department of corrections on the grounds of the following institutions:

State training school, Eldora;
Cherokee mental health institute;
Independence mental health institute;
Glenwood state hospital-school;
Woodward state hospital-school;
Iowa veterans home, Marshalltown;
Iowa state penitentiary, Fort Madison;
Anamosa state penitentiary, Anamosa;
Iowa correctional institution for women, Mitchellville;
Mount Pleasant correctional facility, Mount Pleasant;
Newton correctional facility, Newton;
Iowa medical and classification center, Coralville;
North central correctional facility, Rockwell City;
Fort Dodge correctional facility, Fort Dodge;
Clarinda correctional facility, Clarinda.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 324A.1.

[ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

761—910.2(17A) Information and location. Forms or information about the coordination of public
transit services are available from theModal Transportation Bureau, Iowa Department of Transportation,
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa 50010; telephone 515.233.7870 or on the department’s website at
www.iowadot.gov.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 17A.3.
[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 2/23/11; ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

761—910.3(324A) Statewide transportation coordination advisory council.
910.3(1) Purpose. An advisory council shall be formed by the department to assist with

implementation of the compliance reviews required by statute. The council shall assist in the review
of information concerning the transportation operations of providers and advise the department as to

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.910.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/324A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
http://www.iowadot.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/17A.3.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
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whether the provider should be found to be in compliance with the transportation coordination mandate
of Iowa Code chapter 324A.

910.3(2) Advisory council.
a. Membership. Membership in the council shall at minimum include one representative from the

department of health and human services and one from the department. Other state agencies as well as
federal agencies and statewide private agencies funding local transportation services may also be granted
membership.

b. Chairperson. The director of transportation or the director’s representative shall serve as
chairperson of the council.

c. Staff. Staff support for council activities shall be provided by the department.
d. Meetings. Meetings shall be held at least once each quarter and may be held more frequently if

necessary to enable the council to expeditiously discharge its duties.
910.3(3) Duties. The council shall:
a. Review and make recommendations to the member agencies concerning guidelines and criteria

for the review process operated by the council.
b. Provide the department with written recommendations for findings of compliance or

noncompliance with the transportation coordination mandate of Iowa Code chapter 324A for individual
providers based upon review of each provider’s request for certification.

c. Upon request of amember agency, review all transportation components of funding applications
or plans submitted by a recipient of the member agency.

d. Advise and make recommendations to the department concerning public transportation policy.
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 324A.4 and 324A.5.

[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 2/23/11; ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

761—910.4(324A) Certification process.
910.4(1) Requirement for certification. All providers are required to request a certification of

compliance with the transportation coordination mandate of Iowa Code chapter 324A by submitting
the certification application form in the Appendix to this rule plus a copy of a certificate of insurance
or documentation of self-insurance. 1Agencies that provide a mixture of public transit service and other
service shall request certification based on that part of their overall operation which is public transit
service.

910.4(2) Form distribution.
a. Recipients of state or state-administered funds. Each state agency in its own funding

application or contract process shall require each recipient of funding to submit a request for certification
of compliance.

b. Recipients of other funds. The department shall contact local governments and federal
agencies to determine whether they are funding any providers that are not funded through the state. The
department shall send to any providers identified in this way, or by other means, an explanation of the
certification requirement and a copy of the certification request form in the Appendix.

910.4(3) Submission of request forms.
a. Recipients of state funds shall submit both the certification application and the certificate of

insurance forms annually to the funding agency.
b. Recipients of funds from multiple sources may submit a single request form to all state funding

sources if it covers all agency transportation functions.
c. Providers not receiving any funds from state agencies shall return their completed forms within

20 working days of receipt.
d. Agencies or organizations that receive a form from the department and believe that none of their

services fit the definition of public transit services shall respond to the department within 20working days
of receipt, stating this belief and providing a brief description of any passenger transportation service
they do provide and why it should not be considered public transit service.

910.4(4) Incomplete or unreturned request forms.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/324A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/324A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/324A.pdf
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a. Forms submitted to a state funding agency as part of a funding application shall be reviewed
for completeness by that agency within 10 working days.

b. Forms submitted directly to the department by its recipients or by providers not receiving state
or state-administered funds shall be reviewed for completeness by themodal transportation bureauwithin
10 working days.

c. The reviewing agency shall inform the provider in writing of any information deficiencies and
allow 10 working days from receipt for submittal of missing information.

d. Each state agency shall report to the council each case in which a provider has failed upon
notification to supply the required information within the required time frame.

e. All completed request forms submitted to state funding agencies shall be forwarded to the
council staff within five working days after verifying completeness.

910.4(5) Processing requests.
a. The council staff shall evaluate completed requests based on the compliance standards found

in rule 910.5(324A) and make a recommendation for a finding of compliance or noncompliance to the
council within 20 working days of receiving the completed request form.

b. Ten working days prior to the council’s scheduled monthly meeting, the council staff shall
distribute to each council member and to the respective providers a meeting agenda and copies of all
compliance finding recommendations completed since the previous agenda mailing.

c. At their monthly meeting the council shall consider the compliance finding recommendations
of the staff and may accept the staff recommendations as their recommendations to the director of
transportation, change the recommendations and provide a statement of reasons, or defer action pending
further review.

d. Upon consideration of the council recommendations, the department shall make a final finding
of compliance or noncompliance and notify the provider and the state funding agency, if applicable, in
writing of the department’s decision within five working days after the council meeting.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 324A.4.
[ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

1 See Appendix at end of Chapter 910.

761—910.5(324A) Standards for compliance. A provider shall be found compliant if the provider
meets both of the following standards:

910.5(1) All vehicles used for the public transit services it provides or contracts for are insured for $1
million per accident for all hazards or the provider maintains a self-insurance fund adequate to provide
equivalent protection.

910.5(2) The provider:
a. Purchases all services from a designated public transit system, or
b. Operates all services open to the public under contract with and under control of a designated

transit system, or
c. Purchases all services from a private-for-profit operator of public transit services, or
d. Operates its own services which:
(1) The designated public transit system is currently unable to provide, or
(2) When considered as a whole using fully allocated costs, prove to be more economical than the

purchase of equivalent services from the designated public transit system.
e. Uses a combination of services in paragraphs “a,” “b,” “c,” and “d.”
This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 324A.4.

[ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]

761—910.6(324A) Noncompliance. A provider shall be found noncompliant if:
910.6(1) The provider has not submitted required data upon expiration of either the original submittal

deadline or the additional ten-day grace period after written notification of deficiencies in an original
submittal.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.910.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/chapter/761.910.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
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910.6(2) The provider’s request for certification has been processed and the provider did not qualify
for a finding of compliance.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 324A.4.

761—910.7(324A) Noncompliant sanctions. A provider that is denied certification and continues the
noncompliant activities for more than 30 days shall be subject to the penalties and sanctions specified in
Iowa Code subsection 324A.5(3).

910.7(1) If the department of health and human services purchases services from the noncompliant
provider, the modal transportation bureau shall notify the department of health and human services of
the noncompliant finding.

910.7(2) If the noncompliant provider is a recipient of public funds from other than the department
of health and human services, the department shall notify the proper authority as required in Iowa Code
section 324A.5.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code sections 324A.4 and 324A.5.
[ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

761—910.8(324A) Revocation.
910.8(1) If certification is revoked, the department shall send a written notice of revocation to the

provider.
910.8(2) The affected public transit system, the provider and the department shall meet within 10

days after the date of the revocation notice to determine an acceptable amendment of the transportation
services. The amendments which are agreed upon shall become effective within 60 days. The contract
between the provider and the affected public transit system shall be amended, if necessary, to agree with
the service changes.

910.8(3) If the transportation services are not amended in a timely manner, the department shall
initiate actions as required in Iowa Code section 324A.5(2).

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 324A.5.
[ARC 3690C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2018/324A.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.4.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/2018/324A.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.5.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
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Appendix to rule 761—910.4(324A)

Date

FY

CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
State/Federal Administering Agency

I. GENERAL INFORMATION:
Agency Name:

Address:

Contact Person:______________________________Phone:(______)________________________

Service Area (counties):

Types of Clients:

Types of Services:

Does agency provide transportation services? Yes ______ No ______

Does agency use public funds for transportation? Yes ______ No ______

II. TRANSPORTATION ACTIVITIES:
Population groups served: Elderly ______ Youth Economically Deprived ______ Public ______

Persons with physical disabilities ______ Persons with mental disabilities ______ Other _______

Describe others:

Services Accessed: Medical ______ Day Care ______ Shopping ______ Nutrition ______ Employment ______

Recreation ______ Education/training ______ Other social services

What percent of your transportation service (in terms of miles driven) is operated during the following time periods?

______ % weekdays + ______ % evenings + ______ % weekends = 100%

Is any part of agency’s transportation purchased from an urban or regional transit system?

Yes ______ No ______ If yes, please indicate system:
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III. AGENCY OPERATED VEHICLE FLEET:

Year/
Model

Seats/
Wheelchairs

Special
Equipment*

% Used for
Passengers

Average
Monthly
Ridership

Average
Monthly
Vehicle Miles

Owned/
Leased

* Two-way radio, wheelchair lift, ramp, etc.

IV. FUNDING SOURCES USED FOR SUPPORT OF TRANSPORTATION: Total $ ____________

Source Federal State Local Annual Total

1. $

2. $

3. $

4. $

5. $

6. $

Total ———— ———— ———— $



IAC 11/29/23 Transportation[761] Ch 910, p.7

V. PURCHASE OF SERVICE (Contracts and Vendor Agreements): Total $ ____________

Average Monthly
Ridership

Average Monthly
Vehicle Miles

Projected Annual
Expenditures

Taxi $

Intracity bus $

Regional/Urban
Transit System

$

Other - specify $

Total ———- ———- $

VI. OPERATION OF OWN TRANSPORTATION SERVICE: Total $ ____________

STAFF Number % of Time Projected Annual
Expenditures

Administrative $

Drivers $

Maintenance $

Professional $

Escorts $

Volunteers
reimbursement

$ /mile $

Other - specify $

Subtotal ———- ———- $

VEHICLE OPERATING COSTS Projected Annual Expenditures

Fuel and oil $

Maintenance and repair $

Insurance $

Licenses and fees $

Staff mileage reimbursement $ /mile $

Indirect cost or overhead $

Other - specify $

Subtotal $

PURCHASE OR LEASE OF VEHICLES AND SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

Vehicle
Type

No. to be
Leased

No. to be
Purchased

No. for
Replacement

No. for
Expansion

Special
Equipment

Projected
Annual Cost

$

$

$

Subtotal ———- ———- ———- ———- ———- $

Note: The total funding in Section IV must equal the total expenditures in Section V plus Section VI.
[Filed 3/8/85, Notice 1/16/85—published 3/27/85, effective 5/1/85]
[Filed 2/20/86, Notice 1/1/86—published 3/12/86, effective 4/16/86]
[Filed 5/11/87, Notice 3/11/87—published 6/3/87, effective 7/8/87]
[Filed 11/3/88, Notice 9/21/88—published 11/30/88, effective 1/4/89]
[Filed 1/15/92, Notice 12/11/91—published 2/5/92, effective 3/11/92]

[Filed emergency 7/1/92—published 7/22/92, effective 7/27/92]
[Filed 11/20/92, Notice 10/14/92—published 12/9/92, effective 1/13/93]
[Filed 9/8/94, Notice 7/20/94—published 9/28/94, effective 11/2/94]

[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 2/23/11]
[Filed ARC 3690C (Notice ARC 3533C, IAB 1/3/18), IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3690C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3533C.pdf
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[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]
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CHAPTER 911
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES PROVIDED

BY REGIONAL TRANSIT SYSTEMS

761—911.1(321) Purpose and information.
911.1(1) Purpose. This chapter establishes standards for school transportation services provided by

Iowa’s regional transit systems under contract with local schools.
911.1(2) Information. Information and forms may be obtained from the Modal Transportation

Bureau, Iowa Department of Transportation, 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, Iowa 50010; telephone
515.233.7870; or the department’s website at www.iowadot.gov.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 6708C, IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23; Editorial change: IAC Supplement
11/29/23]

761—911.2(321,324A) Definitions. For the purpose of these rules, the following definitions apply:
“Automobile” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 321.1(42)“d.”
“Bus” means a motor vehicle, excluding a trailer, designed to carry ten or more persons.
“Contract” means a written agreement between a public or nonpublic school or other group and a

regional transit system which defines the terms and conditions under which school transportation service
is to be provided. It shall not include the relationship between a regional transit system and an individual
fare-paying passenger in either fixed route or demand response service.

“Multipurpose vehicle” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 321.1.
“Public transit system” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 324A.1.
“Regional transit system” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 324A.1.
“School bus” means a bus that complies with all federal motor vehicle safety standards applicable

to a school bus.
“School transportation service” means transit service provided under contract to a public or

nonpublic school or other group, including day care centers, to transport students to or from schools or
school-sponsored activities.

“Student” means a person attending a public or nonpublic school, grades prekindergarten through
high school, including a Head Start participant.

“Vehicle” means an automobile, multipurpose vehicle, bus or school bus as defined in this rule.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 6708C, IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]

761—911.3(321) Services to students as part of the general public. All services provided by regional
transit systems must be open to the public. This chapter shall not be construed to restrict the use of these
services by any individual fare-paying passenger, in either fixed route or demand response service.

761—911.4(321) Contracts for nonexclusive school transportation. As common carriers in urban
transportation service, regional transit systems may contract with schools, day care providers,
after-school program providers, or others to provide nonexclusive school transportation service that
meets the requirements of this chapter. Exclusive service contracts are prohibited.

761—911.5(321) Adoption of federal regulations.
911.5(1) Code of Federal Regulations. The department of transportation adopts the following

portions of the October 1, 2021, Code of Federal Regulations, which are referenced throughout this
chapter:

a. 49 CFR Part 38, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility Specifications for
Transportation Vehicles.

b. 49 CFR Part 571, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.
c. 49 CFR Part 655, Prevention of AlcoholMisuse and Prohibited Drug Use in Transit Operations.
911.5(2) Obtaining copies of regulations. Copies of these regulations are available from the state

law library or online through the U.S. Government Publishing Office at www.ecfr.gov.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 6708C, IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]

http://www.iowadot.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3691C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6708C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/324A.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3691C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6708C.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3691C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6708C.pdf
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761—911.6(321) Driver standards. The following standards apply to regional transit system drivers
assigned to provide school transportation service:

911.6(1) FTA drug and alcohol testing. Each driver is subject to the following testing for drug and
alcohol usage as detailed by the Federal Transit Administration in 49 CFR Part 655, including:

a. Preemployment testing.
b. Reasonable suspicion testing.
c. Postaccident testing.
d. Random testing.
e. Return to duty testing.
f. Follow-up testing.
911.6(2) Training. Each new driver must, before or within the first six months of assignment and

at least every 24 months thereafter, complete a course of instruction approved by the department of
education, in accordance with Iowa Code section 321.376.

911.6(3) Driving record check. The regional transit system must review the driving record of each
driver prior to employment and on an annual basis.

911.6(4) Criminal record check. The regional transit systemmust conduct a criminal records review
of each driver prior to employment and on an annual basis. This review verifies that the driver has no
history of child abuse or other criminal activity.

911.6(5) Driver licensing. Each driver must be licensed appropriately for the size and type of vehicle
used as provided in Iowa Code section 321.189. A Class A, B or C commercial driver’s license with
passenger endorsement may be required. A driver may operate the vehicle for purposes of training if
the driver has the appropriate commercial learner’s permit as defined in 761—Chapter 607, and the
restrictions in rule 761—607.20(321) shall apply. If a commercial driver’s license is not required, a
Class D (chauffeur) license with passenger endorsement is required.

911.6(6) Authorization to operate a school bus. Each driver who transports students must have an
authorization to operate a school bus issued by the department of education in accordance with Iowa
Code section 321.376.

911.6(7) Physical fitness.
a. Each driver who transports students must undergo a physical examination by a certified

medical examiner who is listed on the National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners in accordance
with Iowa Code section 321.375(1)“d” and with department of education rule 281—43.15(285) or
281—43.17(285). Annually, the driver must submit the signed medical examiner’s certificate to the
driver’s employer.

b. Upon a commercial driver’s license issuance or renewal, the driver shall self-certify as to
the type of driving the driver does and, if required, provide a current medical examiner’s certificate
to the department unless the driver’s medical examiner’s certification is provided to the department
electronically by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration pursuant to 761—paragraph
607.37(1)“a” and 761—subrule 607.50(2).
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; ARC 6708C, IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]

761—911.7(321) Vehicle standards. The following standards apply to regional transit system vehicles
assigned to provide school transportation service:

911.7(1) Vehicle construction.
a. Each vehicle must be constructed in compliance with the federal motor vehicle safety standards

for that type of vehicle as set forth in 49 CFR Part 571. The capacity rating of automobiles and
multipurpose vehicles shall not be modified or altered in any way except by the original manufacturer.

b. Each bus in use must also comply with the following federal motor vehicle safety standards:
(1) Standard No. 217, Bus Emergency Exits and Window Retention and Release. Buses utilized

for school transportation shall incorporate a rear emergency exit door in meeting this standard.
(2) Standard No. 220, School Bus Rollover Protection.
(3) Standard No. 221, School Bus Body Joint Strength.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.376.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.189.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.376.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.375.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.43.15.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/281.43.17.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.37.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.37.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/761.607.50.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3691C.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6708C.pdf
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(4) Standard No. 301, Fuel System Integrity.
911.7(2) Passenger restraint/protection. Each automobile, multipurpose vehicle or school bus must

provide passenger restraint/protection devices as required for that type of vehicle in the federal motor
vehicle safety standards. Each bus must meet the standards listed in either “a” through “f” below or
“g” below:

a. Standard No. 207, Seating Systems.
b. Standard No. 208, Occupant Crash Protection.
c. Standard No. 209, Seat Belt Assemblies.
d. Standard No. 210, Seat Belt Assembly Anchorages.
e. Standard No. 213, Child Restraint Systems.
f. Standard No. 225, Child Restraint Anchorage Systems.
g. Standard No. 222, School Bus Passenger Seating and Crash Protection.
911.7(3) Accessibility for persons with disabilities. Each vehicle used for students with disabilities

must comply with all applicable provisions of 49 CFR Part 38.
911.7(4) Signage. A vehicle must not be signed as a school bus.
911.7(5) Department of education inspection. Every vehicle must be inspected twice annually by

the department of education school bus inspectors and officers of the Iowa state patrol to determine if
the vehicle meets all vehicle standards set forth in this chapter.

The department of education will notify each regional transit system of the dates and locations of
scheduled inspections. Inspections must be documented on a form prescribed jointly by the departments
of transportation and education.

911.7(6) Transfer to another public transit system. When a public transit system purchases a
used vehicle from another public transit system, the previous owner’s department of education’s bus
inspections stickers must be removed. If the purchasing public transit system plans to use the vehicle
for school transportation service, a new inspection must be performed on the vehicle.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]

761—911.8(321) Maintenance. Regional transit system vehicles assigned to provide school
transportation service must be maintained in a safe and operable condition. The following maintenance
practices apply:

911.8(1) FTA drug and alcohol testing of mechanics. All personnel providing maintenance services
on regional transit system vehicles are subject to drug and alcohol testing as required by the Federal
Transit Administration in 49 CFR Part 655.

911.8(2) Daily pretrip vehicle inspections. Drivers of these vehicles must perform daily pretrip
vehicle inspections using a form prescribed by the department. Regional transit systems must retain
daily pretrip vehicle inspection reports and documentation of follow-up maintenance for one year.

911.8(3) Annual vehicle inspection. Maintenance personnel must annually inspect each vehicle.
Regional transit systems must retain annual vehicle inspection records for one year.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]

761—911.9(321) Safety equipment. Regional transit system vehicles assigned to provide school
transportation service must carry the following safety equipment:

911.9(1) Communication equipment. Each vehicle must be equipped with a two-way radio, cellular
telephone, or mobile data terminal tablet capable of emergency communication between the vehicle and
the regional transit system’s base of operations.

911.9(2) First-aid/body fluids cleanup kit(s). Each vehicle must be equipped with a first-aid kit of
sufficient size and content for the capacity of the vehicle and, in addition, be equipped with a body fluid
cleanup kit. These may be provided as separate kits or combined into one kit. The contents of the kit(s)
must be contained in one or more moisture-proof and dustproof containers mounted in an accessible
location within the driver’s compartment and must be removable from the vehicle in an emergency.

911.9(3) Fire extinguisher. Each bus or school bus must be equipped with a minimum 5-pound
capacity, dry chemical fire extinguisher. Each automobile and multipurpose vehicle must be equipped
with an extinguisher of at least 2.5-pound capacity. Extinguishers must have a 2A-10BC rating. All
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fire extinguishers shall be inspected and maintained in accordance with the National Fire Protection
Association requirements. The standards for portable extinguishers are available online from the
National Fire Protection Association at www.nfpa.org.

911.9(4) Seatbelt web cutter. A seatbelt web cutter must be mounted or placed within reach of the
driver.

911.9(5) Roadside reflective triangles. Each vehicle must be equipped with roadside reflective
triangles for use in case of breakdown or emergency.

911.9(6) Flashlight. Each vehicle must be equipped with an operable flashlight or each driver must
be assigned an operable flashlight to be in the vehicle at all times of operation.

911.9(7) Reflective vest. Each vehicle must be equipped with a reflective vest or each driver must be
assigned a reflective vest that must be in the vehicle at all times of operation. Individual regional transit
systems are to establish a policy for when the reflective vests must be worn.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]

761—911.10(321) Operating policies. School transportation services provided by regional transit
systems must be designed to maximize the safety of student riders and must, at a minimum, meet the
following standards:

911.10(1) Passenger loading/unloading. Unless prohibited by law, students transported in vehicles
other than school buses must be loaded and unloaded on the same side of the street as their residence or
other origin or destination. Students may be released only to the custody of a designated school official,
parent or guardian, employee of the department of health and human services, or law enforcement
official, unless other arrangements are made in advance.

911.10(2) Student passenger behavior and discipline policy. Each contract for school transportation
service must include a policy relating to the behavior of students while they ride in vehicles. The regional
transit system or school must provide instruction to all drivers assigned to school transportation service
relative to the content and application of the policy. If a student is removed from a vehicle for one or
more policy violations, the student may be released only to the custody of a school official, parent or
guardian, employee of the department of health and human services or a law enforcement officer. In all
cases, the school must be notified immediately of any such disciplinary action, and a written report must
be filed with the school describing the circumstances resulting in the removal.

911.10(3) Standing prohibited. Under no circumstances shall a student be permitted or required to
stand while a vehicle is in motion. Every student must be provided an appropriate seat at all times.

911.10(4) Stops at rail crossings. Every driver must make a complete stop before driving across the
tracks of any railroad crossing, in accordance with Iowa Code section 321.343.

911.10(5) Accident reporting. If a driver is involved in a collision or other incident causing or having
a potential to cause injuries to students, the regional transit system must immediately notify the school
of the incident. The regional transit system must file all accident reports required by law. In addition,
the regional transit system must complete a school bus accident report on a form prescribed by the
department of education and submit it to the school or the department of education.

911.10(6) Passenger instruction/evacuation drills. Each school must provide students assigned to
school transportation service with school bus passenger safety instruction and emergency evacuation
drills at least twice each school year. These evacuation drills must involve a vehicle of the same type
used to provide the school transportation service.

911.10(7) Special training for drivers carrying students with disabilities. Each school contracting
for school transportation services for a student with one or more disabilities must provide the regional
transit systemwith information on any special needs of the student and, if necessary, provide the assigned
driver with appropriate information and training on how to appropriately respond to the needs of the
student during transit and in the event of an emergency.

http://www.nfpa.org
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911.10(8) Posttrip inspection. After each trip that had students on board, the driver must perform a
posttrip inspection of the interior of the vehicle. The posttrip inspection must include a walk-through to
the back of the vehicle to ensure that no sleeping or hiding children are left behind.
[ARC 3691C, IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18; Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.1, 321.189, 321.343, 321.375,
321.376, 321.377 and 324A.1.

[Filed 6/22/00, Notice 4/19/00—published 7/12/00, effective 8/16/00]
[Filed 6/2/04, Notice 4/28/04—published 6/23/04, effective 7/28/04]
[Filed 6/14/07, Notice 5/9/07—published 7/4/07, effective 8/8/07]

[Filed ARC 3691C (Notice ARC 3534C, IAB 1/3/18), IAB 3/14/18, effective 4/18/18]
[Filed ARC 6708C (Notice ARC 6572C, IAB 10/5/22), IAB 11/30/22, effective 1/4/23]

[Editorial change: IAC Supplement 11/29/23]
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